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To the Right Worlhip- 
tul Henry Gandy Elg; 


Exeter; and the Al- 


dermen of the ſame. 


HE Society whereof you are 

| Members, ( if it be fit to 
compare leſſer things with 

greater ), may acquaint you with 
the neceſſity of Government, Laws, 
ind Order in the Church of God: 
Firſt , Town hold your Authority frons 
the King, and his Laws; So doth the 
Church from Chriſt and h11 Goſpel : 
low have Superior and Inferior Offi- 
ers; So hath the Church ; You have 
power to Enad certain Municipal Laws 


6: occaſion ſhall require, for the peace 
A 2 and 


Mayor of the City of 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory, 
and welfare of the Ciiy 5 $0 bath the 
Church, by wirtue of the general Pre- 
cepts of Chriſt and bis Apoſtles : Toy @ cov 
have certain Forms and Kites in the Þ iid 
A. miniſtration of Juſtice, to make it cn 
more ſolemn , So hath the Church, ty Win 
procure tie greater Reverence in the W wil 
Adminiſtration of Pub!ich Worſhip : bo 
You have many leſſer Societies of Ar. © Ma 
tificers, who bave their dependance on Þ ana 
For; So hath the Church, many Par Nil 
cli al Congregations depending on the Iſl ies 
Biſhop of the Diocejs. Now, if diſ- Mkt 
contented and pragmatical perſon; EW nen 
fhould ariſe among your jelves, and kno 
make it their buſineſs, to defame your Wof 
Governtment, as if it mere tyrannicil Bra 
ond arbitrary. burthenſom and oppreſ- Þ me: 
fing , becauſe of a few ancient korms ity 
and Cufioms;, if they ſhould quzrrel it Waut 
Seme antiqurited words in your Legal ven 
proceedings. and t ike off:11ce at ihe preſ 
Seerlet Conn, and Silvugr Mace, as Band 
be31: geih J; jt Rl Ceremonies, ( and you of t 
= Arow Inc Aurbayilles have the fume Minn 
quarrel as ainfl Magiſtrates, "8 other it þ 
S:Garics have aeainſt ine Miniſters ). 30. 
Tf thcſe Fra jLould eprant and plead feel 
Jor amncc/.t; of Kiformaticn of ail your 
Laws, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

Laws, and Government ; if they ſhould 
forge and pretend new Charters, and 
Commiſſions for #he ſubverſion of the 
olds; and ere mock-Conrts of Juſtice, 
cenſuring, hating, and ( as much as 
in ther lyeth ) condemning all that 
will not be of their Rabble : If they 
ſhould advance 4 Dozen of Burgo- 
Maſters izzt0 the Office of the Mayor, 
ind make every man one of the Coun- 
il; if they ſhould aboliſh all the an- 
tient Laws and Cuſtoms; lay aſtde all 
Rites and Formalities and bring in 
new Ordinances, ſuch as were never 
known in yours, or in the Government 
if any other Corporation « Were ſuch 
praices tolerabie? Or if not ſpeedily re- 
medied, would they mot bring the whele 
City to Confuſion 5 Ani is it not the 
duty of every good Magiſtrate, to pre- 
vent ſuch tumults * Now ſuch is the 
preſent condition of our Church ; Scioiſne 
ind Separation in the Church, being 
of the ſame nature with Seditiogndand 
Inmult in the State. And God forbid 
it ſhould always be ſaid of Zion, as Jer. 
30.17. This 1s Zion whom no man 
ſeeketh after. Tum tua res, agitur, 
ir one Argument to ingage you all (as 
you 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 


you are Magiſtrates ) in the defey 
of the Ehurch: for ſeldom doth F1g;. 
on prevail in the Church, but it pro. ® 
ceeds alſo to the alteration of the Stay * 
But you are exgaged on more noble Prig. ) 
ciples, as Members of that Church whic4 ll /* 
T plead for ; and your Examples ( 1; 
things now ſtand ) may be more inſirg. 
mental for the peace of the Charch, thay 
your power 5 - and when you meet with 
rational Diſſenters, your Arguments ma 
20t be altogether ineffeFual. T han 
preſumed, to put a few ſuch Argument; 
into your hands, whict. I doubt not, may 
be inſirumental to the confirming them 
that are yet in the Communion of the 
Church of England, though perhaps not 
effeFual to recall thoſe that are departed; 
and yet I doubt not, but here is enough 
to convince them ;.their Converſion it 
the work of God. 
It will be needleſs fo giv? an account 
of my publiſhing this Sermon, or the pre- 
Jenting it to you. I ſhould be wanting 
to my duty as a Miniſter of the Charch, 
if I ſhould omit to ſerve her Intereſt, a! 
far as I am able» And the deſires of 
divers of this City, which was the place 


of my Nativity, and in whoſe m__ 
| that 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


that of my ſelf and a numerons family 
are Wrapt up ,- did eaſily prevail with 
me, to give this teſlimony of my real 
affeFion, as well to your perſons, as to 
your Government. T ſhall only trouble 
jou with an account of my Subje@,which 
is a perſwaſion to unity in the publick 
Ln of God, as it is profeſſed in the 
Church of England. If any ask, What 
that Church is ? IT anſwer, it is, The 
whole Nation, profeſſing the Goſpel of 
chrift, wiſebly uniting themſelves by 
joimt-conſent , of King , Paſtors, and 
people, and agreeing in certain Laws 
and Rules conformable to the ApoSto- 
lical and Primitive Precepts and Pat- 
terns , for the Preaching of the Word, 
and the AdminiStration of the Sacra- 
ments with decency and order, in 
the publick Worſhip of God. If this 
deſcription agree in every particular to 
our National Church, then the raiſing 
ef Diviſions in it, and making Separa- 
tion from it, is the ſin of Schiſm, and 
that ſin extreamly dangerous 5 and 
therefore it is every mans duty, 
that lives within the pale of the 
Church, to keep himſelf in the Commu- 
ion 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
nion of the ſame : which is the endeg- 
wour and conit ant prayer of, 


Your devoted Servant 
m all Good Offices, 


THO: LONG, 


1 Joh. 1. 3. 


that which we have ſeen and heard, declare 

we unto you, that ye alſo may have fellow- 
ſhip with us, And truly, our fellowſhip is 
with the Father , and with his Son Feſus 
Chriſt. 


Here are ( ſaith Solomon ) threeſcore 

Queens, and fourſcore Concubins, 

but the * undefiled is but one. 
There are many Factions beſides Cant.s.8. 

that at Rome, that pretend to be the Spouſe 
of Chriſt ; but his beloved is but one, and * ,ufoas 
tat one is only beloved. Thus the Nicene ## exxafl- 
Creed teacheth us, There is one Catholick 4i#-#piph. 

| Apoſtolick Church, in which is the Com- #7: 35- 

nunion of Saints, and Remithon of Sins. Tt 

oncerns us therefore, to be well aſſured, as 

ell in reſpect of our preſent comfort, as of 
cur future happineſs, of the truth and purity 
« that part of the Church of Chriſt to which 
we join our ſelves in Communion 3 that our 
pe of Salvation, may be laid on the foun- 
lation of the Apoſtles and Prophets 3. Jeſus 
briſt himſelf being the chief Corner-ftone. 
nd if we are ambitious of any honor, let it 
de of this, not to be the Head or Prop of any 
petty Faction, but to be a Member of Chrilt, 
which the good Emperor Theodoſins pre- 
B tea red 


Eph.2.to 


[2] 
" ferred above his being Head of the Em. 
Ire, 
y For if there be a Heaven upon Earth, jt 
muſt needs conſift, as our eternal happineſ iN 
hereafter.in a Communion with God and his ſe 
Son [Jeſus Chriſt; and to this the Text guides 
Heb; 12. cven to Mount Sion, and to the City of fr 
22- the Living God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, 
and to an innumerable company of Angels, 
to the General Aſſembly and Church of the 
Firſt-born,, which are written in Heaven, A 
and to God the Judg of all, and to the 
Spirits of Juſt Men made pertect, and to 
Jeſus the Mediator of the New Covenant,  ®! 
To confirm you in this Society, Is the end 
of all our preaching,, and your hearing; i ® 
for when our Saviour aſcended up on high, 


Nh fm he gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome ; 
Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, *" 
( that we ſhould be no more Children tol- = 


ſed to and fro with every wind of DoQtine, 
but ) for the perfeing of the Saints for the I 
work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of 
the Body of Chriſt : This our Apoſtle in- B 
timates to be the end of all-the Scriptures, I"! 
but more eſpecially of the Text : That whith k 
we have ſeen and heard, declare we unto you, 
1 that ye may have fellowſhip with us, &c. 


Church-Communion is my preſent Sub- 
ject, concerning which I obſerve theſe three hh 
parts in the Text. tir 


x. The 
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1. The ground and foundation of Apo- 
folical Commupion't That which we have 


- 
. 


ren and heard, 
IT. Whexein, this Communion conſiſts 3 
from the divers notions of the word '#oye- 
fe, in the Scripture: That ye may bave fel- 
lwſhip with us, (1,e.), the Apoliles. 
II, The excellency of this Communion : 
And truly our fellowſbip is with the Father, &c, 


That IT may the better fix your meditatj- 
ons on my diſcourſe, and that upon the 
Text, I ſhall give you the Subſtance of both, 
in this ſhort Argument, 


That Church, which holds Communion 
with Chriſt and his Apoſiles, in Doctrine, arc De- 
Govergment, and Worſhip, is a true Mem- ;, x£1,. 
ber of Chriſts Church, in which Salvation fs _4po- 
may be had ; But the Church of England #olics 
holds Communion with Chriſt and his A- ————R_ 
oltles, in DoGtrine, Government, and Wor-,,;,= # 
ip: Therefore! the Church of Exgland Js ge conſpi- 
Fa true Member - of Chriſts Church , in rat verita- 


which falvation may be had, ttdeputan- 
da.Tertul. 


de pre- 


My firſt Propoſition, I ſhall prove from ſeripe. 


Aﬀ.2. 42. where it is recorded of the. Pri- 
witive Chriſtians, [That they continued ſted- 
laſtly in the Apoſtles Dodrine and fellow- 
ſhip, and in breaking of Bread, and in Pray- 
Qs: and it follows, v. 47. The Lord added 

B 2 daily 
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.daily to the Church ſuch as ſhouJd be ſaved: 
awhenceT obſerve, . © | 


1: That by -reaſon of this Communion, 
they are expreſly denominated the Church, 
Plcbs ſacerdoti adunata, as Saint Cyprian. 

2. And, that to' this Church Salvation 
is appropriated : God daily added to the 
Church ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. 


The Propoſition being ſufficiently pro- 
ved, I ſhall, for the greater perſpicuity, 
prove the Aſſumption gradually, according 
to the .parts into which I divided the Text, 
And ſhew, | 

I. That the Church of England holds 
Communion with Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
in Dodrine. 

Thoſe diſſenting, Miniſters, that preſent- 
ed to the Parliament their Reaſons for Re- 
formation of the publick Doctrine, or. 
did aſſure us in the firſt words, that it 
was far from their thoughts, to oppole or 
diſparage, orthodox Dodtine; a well com- 
poled Liturgy 3 Rites for. decency and or- 
der , Ordination of Miniſters 3 Apoſtolical 
Epiſcopacy 3 and due Rules of Diſcipline. 
T wiſh, that as we have heard the voice 


of Facob, ſo we had not felt the hands of 


Eſau ; tor, though the truth of all that they 
defired, hath been proved by many Wor- 
thies in our- Ifrael-z yet as St. Chryſoſtome 
ſays, though we bring the Sun-beams in 


our hands, men will not be pafwerny 
there 


| ; 15 1. 
there doth not want light to,, convince, 
but they reſiſt the Spirit, ,of.,.Txuth that 
ſhould! convert them, .Pray..we »therefore, 


That he. who promiſed the holy Spirit toxyg, cx, 


them that ask 1t, would pour. down ſuch 
plentiful meaſures and operations, of jt, in- 
tothe hearts of this people, that, as we all 
profels his holy Name, ſo we may agree 
together , in the truth of his holy Word, 
and live in unity and godly love. 

And fo I begin with the firſt part of the 
Text, ,viz, The ground and foundation of 
Apoſtolical Communion , ( which is ), -the 
Doctrine delivered in the Scriptures of the 
New Teſtament., wherein the. Church of 
England doth hold Communion with Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, 

The things of which the Apoſtles were 
eye and ear-witneſſes from the beginning 
of the Goſpel, that word of lite, that was 
poken by the wiſdom of God, atteſted by 
a voice from Heaven, accompanied by the 
power of God in ſuch varicty of Miracles, 
Is the only infallible foundation of our Faith 
and Communion z beſide which, we in vain 


I'3s 


1 Joh.1.r. 


expect any other either guide or ground, xx, 16, 


ot equal certainty 3 for as our Saviour de- 


31s 


termined concerning Moſes and the Pro- Non opus 
phets, the ſame may be aid of Chriſt and 7 1ev%le- 


-his Apoſtles, If we believe not them, neither 
will we be perſwaded, though: one ſhould 
from the dead. 

\ Yet js it no diſparagement to our preach- 


B 3 wg, 


tlone, pot 
Evangeli- 
come um, Tort. 


6. | 
mg, or your: hearing, that we cannot pre. 
face onr Sermons. as the Apoltles did, That 
which we hitve' ſeen and heard , declare we 

-- #nto yon : ſecing our Saviour hath pronout- 
ced them blefſed,i ( with'an'Emphaſis ), that 
. have not *ſeen ,, ad yet have believed, The 
ſpirit of perverſneſs did not dye with Phe. 
raob;and the Fews of old : There have bee 
little leſs than ' Miracles wrought in our ge- 
neration, bat it, as our Saviour intimartes, 
\ there ſhould be Miracles indeed , done in 
the midſt of us, there are a ſort of Pha- 
rifaical perſons, that would oppoſe till. 
TI ſhall therefore take it as granted, that we 
1n i, oe 40 believe thoſe things which Chriſt and his 
——__ :, Apoſtles have declared unto us jn the books 
SS. poſita of the New Teſtament, and that in them we 
ſunt inve- have the will of God declared unto us, con- 
mnt cerning all ſuch-things as are neceflary to our 
AED Salvation 3 that they are a moſt certain and 
fidem mo. ſafe rule 'of Faith, able to 'make the man of 
reſque vi. God perfe&t, throughly furniſhed to every good 
venti. ' work... 2 Tim. 2.13. And \whereas it may 
I be objected from St. Peter, that in them are 
chris, 2 ſome things hard to be underſtood ; I an- 
9. (wer, that the things that are neceſſary to 
2 Pet. 3. be known, are but few, and thoſe are ob- 
@., 1% yious to ordinary capacities z and ſuch as 
br I are obſcure and difficult, are not neceſſe>, 
a2. '$r. IV ; or if there be ſome difficulties that may 
Chryſ. in be thoiight neceſſaty to be explained, then 
2 dhel. 35 Diamonds are beſt formed by Diamonds, 
Hom: 3. {© the Scripturcs is beſt expounded by Scrip- 
$7 ture 
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Bare. 'Tis St; Pals rule, Let bros het pro-qo, v5, 
| ae ( 4.6, A the _—_ th 
opbeſre accoraing to the proportion th. Mylar 
pw the Analogy of Faith, is oþſexwed., 
when thoſe truths, which are. evidgntAan 
indoubted, like the firſt Principles pe 
Giences, be made the rule for refol of A 
what is 1cſs evident, and .the Scriptuge 'ts.Inftituti- 
beſt ſeen, as the Sun, by its own light, _ on of a 
Yet becauſe there+ is no truth ſo clear, br iſtian 
but ſome unhappy men may perplex, and —— 
controvert it, in caſe the wiſdom of God in Feqwels 
the Scripture be not thought ſufficient, to Apology. 
t to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men, « Council 
the Church of Ergland declared at the be- _ 
+ | : g 
zinning of the Reformation, her readinels gf ,1g 
to ſubmit ro the decrees of the four firſt Biſhops, 
# General Councels, and- the judgment of Of Con- 
he Fathers of the four firſt Centuries. And ip 
150. Of 
doubtleſs, they who were ncereſt to the x1, 
lghts of the world, could beſt diſcern their 200. Of 
Doftrines z many of whom, could ſay of Calcedous 
he Apoſtle, as they of Chriſt, That which $39 _ 
we have ſeen and heard, ( trom their own —_ 
mouths and writings ), declare we unto you. praiſe 
Nevertheleſs, we give not the Councils a of the 
power to make new Articles of Faith, but primitive 
only to explain and inforce the Do&trine > rg 
of the Holy Scriptures 3 which 1s all that ;,thentic 
thoſe primitive Councels did preteud to 3 interpre- 
which power is indeed very requiſite for terof8cri- 
the unity of the Church 3 becauſe there Pfure-Kc: 


: VE : hisPaper 
never was Heretick, or Schiſmatick, but, bor. 
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z the Scriptures in defence of his 


ch therefore declares: Firſt,Con- 
e holy Scriptures, vis. All the 
ids: Old and New Teſtament, 
4288 'now commonly received by us, 
contain all things neceſſary to 
ſo that, whatſoever is not read 
in them; nor can be proved out of th 
15 not required of any one to be believed, 
as an Article' of Faith, or to be thought 
neceſſary to Salvation. 

Secondly, Concerning the Authority of 
the Church, That'it may not inſtitute any 
thing, that is contrary to the written Word 
of God, nor may ſo expound one place df 
Scripture , that it be made to contra- 
di another; and that it obtrude nothing 
elſe to be believed as neceflary to Salys; 
tion, 

Thirdly, As to the Authority of Coun- 

cils, it declares, That whatever they decree, 
as neceſſary to Salvation, hath neither 
ſtrength nor authority , unleſs it may be 
ſhewn, that it is taken out 'of the Word 
of God. Thus far, 1 make no doubt, but 
we are agreed, 
' There is yet another Summary of Chri- 
ſtian Faith, wherein we hold Communion 
with the Apoſtles, viz. The Apoſtles Creed; 
of the Original whereof, 1 think fit to give 
you this brief account. 
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Ces e SI © 
' Our Saviour injoined his Apolttg*twge& 
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and diſciple all Nations, baptizing/tignr uk. 


the Name of the: Father, and of MRg* Sor 


- «Pte 

+ @ and of the Holy Ghoſt 3 and to teh&hham." Sh 
© to obſerve all things that he thouls;.tojns | +705 
; © mand them. Now the Apoſtle That wines © 

» for the moſt part, ſuch as were o& 3 I 4 

1 & diſcretion, did teach them alſo, 7.6.:arRth 

| techize and inſtruct them, in the eries 

| of chat Faith into which they were bapti- 


xd ; Thus we find them teaching, that Je- 


t 
fus was the Chriſt, that he was God mani-, rim, 2; || 
fl feſted in the fleſh, that he died for our 16. '} 
Sins, and roſe again for our Juſtification, | 


that he aſcended to Heaven, and that he 

f © hall come again to judg both the quick 

-© ind dead ; fo likewiſe the Trinity of Pex- 2 Tim. 4. 

MW ſons in the unity of the Godhcad. Of this 
Faith it was required, that they which were 
of diſcretion, ſhould make proteſhon, betore 1 

- E their admithon to Baptiſm. | 

| l. 

; 

{ 


I. 
t Joh.s.7. 


\M This was that' good Profellion which p 

ri Timothy made before many witneſſes 3 yea, , 4; « it 

eM and Zitus, whom St. Paxl calls his own Son, hay 

1} according to the common Faith, is ſuppoſed [0 

tf by Biſhop Davenant to have made the like See Bi- | 
Profeſſion. And Calvin on Heb. 6.2. asks ſhop 

-H the queſtion, what is Baptiſmal DoErine, p—_— a- 

1Y but that of Faith in God, of Repentance, ;nion, 

;} and of Judgment ? p- 16. 

NF 50 that the Apoſtles, having planted ma- 

F "y Churches betore the Scriptures were 
written, and being ( ſhortly after the day 
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eſt) according to their commiſſion, 
e into ſeveral Countries, they did 

, 45%he Ancients affirm, ſum up | 
* .Articks of Chriſtian Faith, and left them ag 
24 Poſt, min all the Churches which they 
1 {plan gd, to be the ſtandard of incorrupt 
D&azine, by which young and old ſhould 


be fir ed. Of this we have memorials 

in moft.of their Epiſtles, which ( all know ) 

were not- written till after the plantation of 

thoſe Churches to whom they were writs. 

Rom. 6. ten. Thus St. Paul mentioneth, the Form 
\. 17-of DoGrine delivered to the Church at 
Tower It Rome. The Foundation laid by him in 


Saxns: . ww. 
ny z. the Church of Corinth, The peTger 7% xyry 


10,11, the meaſure of the Rule, which he uſed in 
* Gat. 6. preaching of the Goſpel, which by an Em- 
Fph.z _ phaſis he calls, * the Canon, commended to 
1 Tim. 6, the Galatians. And to the Epheſians, the 
20, Foundation. And to the Philippians, the 

2 Tim. 1. {ame Rule, 7.e, the one immutable Rule, as 
ks, - Tertullian calls the Creed 3 the Depoſitum or 
gg Form of ſound words z the common Falthz 
21. which places, with others like them, many 
Jude v. 3. ancient and modern Dijvines, do under- 
ſtand of the Apoſtles Creed. And *tis ob- 

' ſerved, that the moiſt primitive Fathers, 
mentioning, the Rule of Faith . do mean ge- 

nerally, the Apoſtles Creed 3 for if they had 

a Rule of Faith befoxe the Canon of the 
Scriptures was ſealed, ( which was not till 

St. Fohns death ), what can we ſuppoſe to 

have bcen . that Rule, beſide the a_ 

Crccd, 


Vy 


trad 
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(reed. St. Ignatius gives us the Ae 48 


of it, in three of his Epiſtles, corny RS. | 
he conſtancy of thoſe Churches infthe un- 44'$eyre, + 1} 
dterable Faith. - Irexeus ſays, The-Church Philip, ** + }| 
hat is planted throughout the whole World, 7#ralt. 1} 
did receive from the Apoſtles and thein | the [|| 
ples, that Faith which is in One Gad'the 
ather Almighty. Tertwllian tells. ug of De velan+ 
fires trafatores, that had commented on 4% Virg. 
before hjmſelE, The very uſe of Catechiſing, 7 — 
. Wehich is from the Apoſtles days, doth c-*E 
nce, that there were grounds of Chriſtian 
Religion, by which they were to be inſtruc- 
And in one word, whereas the Niceue 
md Athanafian Creeds, are but expoſitions 
o« the Apoſtles, in thoſe Articles that were 
poſed im their days, we may conclude, 
hat it was more ancient than they. 
[ have enlarged my diſcourſe in this par- 
ticular, becanſe the ufe of it is generally 0- 
mitted by divers \Perſons, in their gathercd 
Congregations, to whom I commend the 0- 
pinion of Calvin, viz, that by great con- 18, 1.2. 
t of the Fathers, it was attributed to the c-16.s 18. 
apoſtles, and made the pulick confettion of 


* 
= R = 
wi* 01 


yy them, ( ſnch reverence do I bear to the 
tnditions of the Church ), until more cer- 
tain 


RT 12 | 


> tain Authors can be found. Now that the 


Artic. 8, 


Fewels 
Apol. 


Church of England hath Communion with 
the Apoſtles in-this part of their Dodring, 
appears firſt, In requiring, the profeſſion 
thereof , at Baptiſm, viva voce, from than 
that 'are of competent age; and from the 
Sureties of Infants, in their behalf, who are 


charged to teach it them as ſoon as they are 


able to learn 3 and itis plainly: expounded nf 
the Church-Catechiſm.- and to: be ſaid bot 
by Miniſter and People in-the daily {crvicef 
of God 3 and that this Creed, together wi 
that of the Councel of Nice, and that- of 
Athanaſius, are to be received 'and believed, Wh 
for they may be proved from moſt certainfff 
teſtimonies of Scripture. 

You ſee now., how the Church of Ew 
land doth hold Communion with the Ape 
ſtles in Doctrine, viz. in all, and nothing 


elſe, ( not in Fathers, Councils, or Creeds')Wilit 


but what is included in, or by good conſe 
quence is concluded from ithe Scriptures, Fi 
greeable to the Analogy of Faith, and Judg 
ment of the primitive Fathers and Council 


Premi- to whoſe Inſtitutions our Church directed 


mond con- 


as nigh as potlibly ſhe could, not only hegiiſi 
Dottrine, but publick Prayers, and 2drainiſin 


tra Blond, [tration of Sacraments, 


Wwe do not reje& the Scriptures, * 3 thi 
Enthuſiaſts do nor confront their Antho 
rity by Traditions, as the Papiſts 3 nor bil 
Private Reaſon, as the Socinians 5 nor bi 


pretended Revclations, as the Anabaptiſts 
| p 


ve do not keep thoſe Treaſures from the a 
ple, under the Lock of a firange Lan- 
zage, as it the Key of Knowledg were 
pven us, rather to ſhut them up from the 
people than open them unto them 3 or as _ 
{ we were of the opinion of Cardinal * Hp- Ties 
&..that it would be better with the Church, a 
f the Scriptures had never been extant 3 perbo Dei, 
yor are we of Bellarmine's judgment, Thatl. 2. c.14. 
f the Pope ſhould command Vice and for-Laicis ſuf- Id 
tid Virtue, we ought to obey 3 contrary! = Wy 
to what the Apoſtle ſays, If T or an Angel a1] | | 
fm heaven preach any other dofrine, Ofc. Gratian | 
or doth our Church take authority, to Derrer. 
mpoſe new Articles of Faith, as the Coun- | 
il of Trent did, a whole dozen at once, | 
taching for Doctrines the commandments 
oof men, ſuch as the Supremacy and Infalli- "ot 
ity of the Pope, of worſhipping Angels el 
mad Images, Prayers for the dead, Invoca- v0$ 
ton of Saints and Angels; the Doctrines ! 
f Merits 3 Purgatory and Pardons 3 theſe Col-2. 19 | 
IsMold not the Head, as the Apoſtle ſays. And | 
Wie cqually abhor the DoGErine of the S0:i- * | 
ns, againſt the Godhead of our Saviour, | 
nd of thz Holy Ghoſt. * The Doctrine of Vu 
he A#abaptiſts, againſt Magiſtrates and M1- | 
| 
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ers, ſuch as the Doctrine of Reſiſtance; g,, ample» I 
which Fob Goodwin (aid was reſcrved tO8; oporrer, Wl. 
& made known-in this laſt generation 3 Allut nobisiw ql 
theſe, and whatever elſe are contrary to the «51% lire- 1 
nalogy of Faith, the Wiſdom, Juſtice, 1, 5,r0p0- | 
oodneſs, and Holineſs of God, his Pre-j;, ſunt. 

ccpts 


* ; =Y 
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b \ Artir. $. 


an [14] 

5 4p or Promiſes, ſuch as; repreſent hinf © 
leſs Mercitul or Holy than he hath reveal. th 
ed of himſelf; all theſe we reje&, becaueff ©; 
the, Apoſtles heard them not from Chi, D 


rior any Primitive perſons from the Apoſtles, x. 
We declare them not unto you, 

And after all this, to objec&t the Senti- 
ments of private Doctors, contrary to the 
publick Edicts of the Church, is but a vex- ai 
atious and impertinent quarrel, of ſuch as 
have nothing elſe to object, as indeed th Ne 
have not : for it 1s generally a 
That the Articles of our Church as to mat-lf (; 
ters of Faith, are agrecable to the Scriptures; IF 
inſtead therefore of heaping up conceſhons, W;.1 
I ſhall make this one obſervation, that after W; , 
our late Reformers had covenanted to re- 
form our Church in Do&rine, the Houſe 
of Lords, who had then the power of admut- 
ting all Incumbents to their Benefices,permit- 
ted none to be legally inveſted, who had not 
firſt read and ſubſcribed the Book of Articles 
which the Church doth declare, were ſet forth 
for avoiding of diverſity of Opinions, and 
eſtabliſhing of Conſent, touching; true Religt: 
on 3 they were never intended to contain all 
Points of Noctrine 3 as neither doth the 
Confeſftion of any other Church 3 and yet 
-this' is made the only obje&tion againli 
them ; for, as to that pretencc, of the doubt- 
fulneſs. of them, becauſe ſome words may, 
have divers fignifications, it may as well 
be objected againſt the Scriptures, iu which 
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ae ſome things hard to be unde 


the people alſo, ro continue their commus ©," +, 
\ nodrine, in that ſenſe which ſome learned 
-Y Expoſitors give of it, on A&. 4: 42. viz. San&ius 
in the exerciſe of that Doctrine, or in hear- in locum, 
"WM ing the Apoſtles preach; tor, it it. be the 
oi Churches Precept, and the Preachers Pra- Dr- Ham- 
"Y diſc, not to teach any thing, but what js nds 
Y zgrecable to the Doctrine of the Old and 
( New Teſtament, and what the ancient Fa- 
thers and Biſhops have gathered from that 
*M Catholick Dodtrine 3 and- if the Miniſters 
"MW of our Church do frequently, plainly, and 
\ W lidly diſpenſe that food of our Souls 3 and 
11 may confidently fay, it is not done better Ariic. 
in any part of the Catholick Church ; I Rel. 4uno 
& Ymy well demand, as St. Peter did, Maſter, 557% 
” Wobither ſpall we go ? thou baſt the' words of p _— 
"MW ternal life. Did we not prefer the advan- gupor 
tages of this life, beyond the means of a munds. 
eter 3 and make religious duties, an en- JoÞ.6. 68 
gine to promote temporal deſigns, having 
mens petſons in admiration 69w&as xapr, Jude 16. 
r lucres fake z could we be content with 
Harua, and not long for the rank Onions 
nd Fleſp-Pots of Agypt ; and with the Pro- 
pal, leave our 'Fathers houſe, where is 
bread enough, to feed with Swine, in ex- 
tick and ſtrange Modes of Worſhip 3 we 
5 Wiced not move ont of our Tents to have 
1M our necellitics ſupplied to our —_— 
an 
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Cor. 2 Ahg fGalvation ; for as the Apoſtles ſays, we 
. *_ 19. are not as many that corrupt the word of Gud, 
neil. tnixing the waters of Siloam that run ſoft 
ly, with the waters of Marah, ſtrife and bit. 
terneſs 3 nor as thoſe Sophiſters in 2 Cor.g.z, 
merad]iv]es uw Terugyis, that walk in craf Ml 1 
rineſs, and can make ( quidlibet ex quolibet )M ( 
our inventions a rack whereon to wreſt and 
torture the Scripture, until it ſpeak our d 
own ſenſe ; but as of fincerity, as of God, 
as in the ſight of God, ſpeak we in Chriſt, WC: 

It is nothing but a foul ſtomach, andaWit 
vitiated palate, that makes ſome men to Cl 
diſreliſh wholeſome food 3 could we lay a-Me 
ſide all filthineſs, and ſuperfluity of naugh-Wpe 
tincſs, all wrath-and bitterneſs, all hypocri-WT: 
fie and prejudice, all pride and vatin-glory 
and receive with meekneſs the ſincere Milk 
of the Word, we might have it from the 
Breaſts of our Mother, that hath born ant 
nouriſhed us hitherto, more plentifully than 
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from -all thoſe pretenders, who, like the \ 

; King, 3, Harlot in the hiſtory of Solomon, ſeek tothe 
25. divide and Murther the Childreri that ar:Wnd 

not their own. er! 

What can the Leaders of a people, thatiiRy, 

cauſe them to err, , and ſeparate from a trudiFÞ1 Be 
Church, where all things neceſſary to SalFind 


: vation may be had, plead in their excule? 
— If they ſay, they preach the ſame Doctrine 
—_ as we St. Cpriar anſwers, that men 
elefss Ca. Þe guilty of Schiſm and Diviſion that 


ebelics, main in the {ame Faith, i 


LF jos, 


[17]. 


Nobiſcum eſtis in Baptiſmo mn Sy halo - | | 


Pe Po 5 8 

dl Spirits autem unitatis, in vinculo pack, "a Py "IR 1 
Wl ipſs Eccleſia Catholica, now eftis : The mare : RA 

& of Schiſm, is not ſet on them that oppoſe | 

2. © the Doctrine of the Church, but-that make _ y in 
{.M diviſions in; and cauſe ſeparation | from the Rom, 16. (fi 
)M Church. How ſcvercly doth St.Pan! chide _ ; +*7+ 
(Ml the Corinthians, not tor following, falſe Tea»! Cor. 0 

ir chers, but for making factions for true ones, ®* | 
LY 1 amof Par, and I of Apollos, and I of Chrijt. I 


Chriſt himſelt muſt not be pleaded in oppo- 
itiou to the- Ordinances and Unity of the 
Church z this were to preach Chriſt out of Phil. 1.16 
evy: When men begin to blow the Trum- 
pet to Diviſion, and cry, Every to his 


> a. 


=_Y 


i-M Tents, they do, ipſo' fatio, proclaim, we | 

yMiave no Portion or Communion witl the 7 0 
venticula 

Charch, fibi 9! 
flituunt, 


witatls caput atque originem reliquermnt, 6. Cyprian, 


Which is the ſceond particular wherein 
th? Communion of our Church with Chriti 
ind his Apoſtles is maintained, 2.e. in Go- 
ernment, for ſo xeyerte ſignifies, a Socic- 
ly, or Aflembly, ( Civil -or Ecclchaſtical ) 
FM Body corporate, in which is ſupcriority, 
nd ſubordination, and which is governcd {nn 
 Wby certain Laws and Cuſtoms, Penaltics Wt! 
Mud Priviledges, proper to it ſelf 3 and when 
Wihis order is obſerved in all Socictics, it is 
Wirnge, if that which makes, up the Body | 

f Chriſt ſhould be a Monſter 3 the Apo- 

'# file | 


” 1Cor.14, Me! Mares us to the contrary, God is not the 
iq - 33- Author of Contuſion, but of Peace z as jp 
all the Churches of the Saints, which the A. 
poſtle  alledgeth c{pecially to prove, that 
there is ſuperiority and ſubordination, e- 
ven among the Prophets, z.e. the Miniſters 

V. 33- of the New Teſtament, The ſpirit of the 

* Prophets axe ſubject to the Prophets 3 when 
therelore we read of fellowſhip with the 
Apoſtles, we may not underſtand it of a 
confuſed parity, either between the Mini- 

ſters of Chritt and his people, as the Soci- 

nians and Anabaptiſts , or of the Miniſters 

of Cariſt among themſelves, as the Preshy. 

terianus imagine, for we may both ſee and 

hear that the contrary hath been from the 
beginning. Our Saviour appointed other 

Luk. 20. ſeventy, which were not of the fame rank 
0 ny with the Apoſtles. And, when he aſcended, 
_ _ he gave divers offices to continue 1n his 
 Charch 3 and therefore Chriſt did not only 

Joh. 209. commitlion his Diſciples, To feed and go- b 
2L. vern his Church in their own perſons, but \ 

by their Succeſſors. As the Father ſent ® 
me, ſo ſend 1 you, that you may ſend 0- 
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Mat.'a8. j*DE15 , And lo, I am with you to the end : 
28, the world, not in their perſons, but in their 1 
ſucceſſors. And it will be a very dithcult 1 

work, for ſome Paſtors to prove ſuch a ſuc 5 

celhhon. But not to digreſs : We read, tha D 
A&.15.6. while the Church of Chriſt was yet a lit- 4 
1 Firm. 3+ tle Flock, there were Apoſtles, Elders, and br 


19- Deacons 3 when that Flock increaſed, po 
the 


ders had bcen atcording to his mind, would 


I9 Fu 
the planting and cotifirming of Churches 
abroad, called them from their immediate 
ſuperintendency, they found out fit perſons 
to whom they derived their own - ordinary 4jz, ror 
authority. for the government of ſuch Chur- Ordinati« 
ches: as- they had planted 3 St. Fames had on and 
his ſucceſſors at Feruſulem , St: Mark, IS I 
lexandria St. Peter and St. Paxl, the one _—Y 
being the Apoſtle of the Fews that belje- Euſebins 
ved, the other of the Gentiles, had' their 1+ 3+ £.23+ 
ſucceſſors at Rome 3 St. Paul: being to g0 
into Macedonia, Ictt Timothy at Epheſus, and 
Titns at Crete, to faccced him in the Go- 
vernment of thoſe Churches. The Apoltle 
had laboured abour the ſpace of three vears | 
to ſettle the Church of Epheſ#s, tor he had at. 20. 
planted Elders there, he viſited them, and 
gave them a charge, to take heed to them 
felves, and to their flocks, over which the 
Holy Ghoſt had made them Overſeers; theſe Epiſcop 
were thought ſufficient, as Jong as the A-5"S%* 
poltle could be near them 3 but when the 
Flock multiplied, and the Apoſtle knew 
he ſhould fce theſe Elders no more; he de- Zpiſcope 
volved his charge to Timothy. Surcly he Prezoyre- 
<d not make two ſupream officers in poo ns 
Church 3/ nor-if the government of the E1.5"5* 


1 Tim, rt. 


he have given Timothy fo large a Commil(- " 


hon, Charge ſome, that they preach no other 
Dottrine, 1. Here is an inſpection into the © in pa- 
Dodtrine of the Elders, who were their, 7, "*_ 
prelent Teachers 3 and what were his charge perjuun, 


K-42 worth, 


20 


worth, if he had not a Juriſdidion over 
them. 

2. Timothy was to dire&> and order 
the publick Prayers of the Church, c<, 
2. 1. for in v.18, of ch, 1. This charge 
T commit unto thee ; What is that charge? 
mTpSToy wdy]ov, firſt of all, That Prayers be 
made 3 How made ? By the ex-tempore con- 
ceptions of every -private Presbyter ? That 
is no making of Prayers in the Apoſtles 
ſenſe 3 for then Timothy could have no hand 
in the making, of them 3 whereas he was 
to provide, that the Prayers that were u- 
ſed in the Church, might be ſuch, as might 
ſtand with the publick neceſlities of all 
men, with the weltare of their Governoprs, 
and their own reputation and peace, when 
none of their adverſaries ſhould find any 
juſt cauſe to accuſe their ſolemn Devotj- 
Ons. 

Again, 3- Timothy is dire&ed , how to 


i Tim. 5. X<ccive accuſations againſt an Elder ; and 
19 the power of recciving accuſations, implies 


Har. 75. 


a power to judg and determine of them, 
Herein, faith Epiphanius, the Apoſtles ſhews, 
Dis fit Presbyter, quis Epiſcopus, cum di- 
cit Timotheo, Presbyterum ne objurges. 

And, 4. v.20, He hath the power of 
Ordination committed to him. 


Tit..1.s, Titus had the ſame power in Crete; To 


et in order the things that were wanting, 
and to ordain Elders in every City 3 for 


many Cities were under his inſpeQion, and 


many 


[21] 
many Teachers in thoſe Cities, but none 
of them had-ſuch a power as is commit- 
ted to Titus, 

Theſe rhings are ſo evident, that the 
Power of Biſhops is not denycd them; on- 
ly it is ſaid, They were extraordinary per- 
ſons, and it did belong 'to them, as Evan- 
geliſts. 

But firſt, It cannot be proved, that Tz- 
tw was fuch a one and 'tis a very weak 
proof, to ſay, that Timothy was ſuch, be- 
cauſe he is bid to do the work of an E- 
vangcliſt : But it,is acknowledged, that the 
power and authority which Timothy had, 
he was to commit to others, that there 


might be a perpetual ſuccetftion of govern- 7us Divi- 


2 Tim- 2. 
2. 


ment ; and the Loxdox Divines do-there add, wum. p. 


That Apoſtolical Examples tor the good of 

the Church, - and which have a perpetual 

raſon and equity in them, have the force 

of a Rule; and by force of this Rule, we 

infer, that as St. Paul ſaw it neceſſary, to 

derive a power from himſelf to Timothy 
| Mover the Presbyters at Epheſis ; Timothy 
 Wnight and did propagate it to others ſuc- 
cltvely, tor the well-governing the Church 
of God. 

The truth of all this is acknowledged, 
That there was a chief Governour appoint- 
ed by the Apoſtles, ( we will not contend 
for the name, whether Evangelift, or Prime 
Freebyter, or Superintendent, but Biſhop is 
the name which the Church hath always 

C 3 uſed 


160, 


On Tit.1. 


$. 


Inftitl.4. 
$2. 

Fus Divi 
num. 


Ott, 3 þo 


II, 


[22 ] 
uſed ), to have authority over the Presby» 
ters, and that this authority was to be con- 
tinued in the Church by ſuccetfſhon : So Cal. 
vin, Unus aliquis autboritate & conſilio pre- 


fuit, and he doubts not to call ſuch an one 


2 Biſhop. Archippus ſays, he was Biſhop 
of the Coloſtans. Then our Aſſembly grants, 
that the Primus Presbyter had authority 
during his life. And Videlius aſſures us, 
of the name as well as .the power, for 
C faith he } in the days of Clemens Roma- 
nus, the diſtinction of Biſhop and Presby- 
ter was in uſe. The Pregbyterians in their 
Papers to th2 King in the'Ifle ' of Wight, 
grant, that not long, after the Apoltles times, 
Biſhops in ſipcriority to Presbyters, are 
reported to be in the Church of God, by 
Writers of thoſe times 3 and the Writers 
of thoſe times knew what others had faid 
before them. None of the Ancients ever 
mentioning, any other Government , nor 
complaining of alteration ot that which 
was cliablifhed by the Apoſtles 3 which 
had it been any. other but that of Epiſcs- 
pacy, thoſe Martyrs that laid down their 


Thit thejjyes for the truth, would not ſo tamely 


wor! 
was fra- 
med b 


the caſual bchalf of that, which was the chief Inſtru- 
Concourlernent of its . peace.” Can any man conceive, 
of AteMSX Thar all the Governours of the Church, 
s 55 PI ſhould conſpire to alter that Fort which 


badle. 


have partcd with the Goverrment of the 
Church , as not to open their mouths in 


Apo- 


they received immediately from the 
wo, | | liles 


[237 
les, and that-;preſently after. their deceale ? 
Vincentizes, Jyrineufis tells us, this was the 
practiſe of thoſe. pritmitiye | times, that by 
ons much any one- was reputed more re- 
ligious than another, by ſo much the more 
radily he did oppoſe all Innavations. To 
conclude, we may ſuppolc the dignity and 
power of the Biſhop was not 'determined 
by the Apoliles in every pax ticular, yet the 
Apoltles determining, that Government in 
general, as. moſt. conducing to the unity 
and- peace: of the Church 3 other particular 
circumſtances, -which the exigence of after- 
times ſhould, require, were under the POW» 
cr'of the- Church. to appoint them for the 
unity of the Church being the end for 
which government was appointed 3 the 
means that are conducing thereunto, being 
agreed on bythe [rulers of the .Chuxch, are 

as neceſſary':in their: kinds, as the Laws 

appointed by Magiſtrates for the good of 
tne Commenwealth. And 011 this ground 

«was, that 'Schiſmaticks have been ſo ſc- 

vercly- puniſhed in all ages, and their fin 

compared to the/moſt abominable- vices, C- 


yen to Idolatry, Sacriledg , Parricide 3 for pq, ram. 
indecd it - produceth all theſe. Avoid di-mond of 
ritions, faith Jgnatins, as the beginning Schiſm. 

of all evils. All this is Calvia's own ſenſe.,, a;. , a 
Whercas it: pleaſed not God, to preſcribe, ro, #.30 


particularly what we ought to follow as 
to his outward Worſhip and. Ceremonies, 
by reaſon, that che forcſaw, ſuch things 

| | C 4 would 
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| [24] 
would, depend on the condition of the times 
ind that the' ſame Form would: not agree 
with all ages; therefore we ought to con- 
fir the general rules which he gave us, 
for the ſetrling of ſuch things as belong to 
decency and order, as the *exigency of the 
Chiirch ſhall require 3 and in fuch caſes, he 
pronounceth them Schiſmaticks, which raiſe 
factions and tumults to the dividing of the 
Church, which ( faith he cannot ſubſiſt, 
but by the rules of its Governours, X 
* "Theſe concetlions are good arguments 
( ad homines ) ; But the univetial practiſe 
of the Church, by all its members, in e- 
very age, and in all the parts of the world, 
is an argument beyond alb contradiction, 
All the doubt'is, what was'practifed by. the 
Church immediatcly after 'the Apoſtles age; 


for of after-times there is no doubt'; and. 


as little! of the firſt age aftet the Apoliles; 
if we' will be convinced” by as clear evi- 
dences as can be produced for the 'proot 
Qued uz; Of any Hiſtory, or' matter of fact. Ig 
Flue qhod $115 "was contemporary with St. Fob, con- 
ſemper, © verſant with ſome of the Apoltles, one that 
qued (aw Chriſt after his Reſurrection : | he 
nut —_ wrote ſeven Epiſtles; which arc mentioned 
9 Cathor; ÞY Polyearpe his contemporary, by Irenens; 
wu, © + Origen, Euſebins, and others 3 ang he crown» 
4» +  , ; ed all his works with Martyrdom for Chriſt: 
The Copies of his Epiſtles, which were 
ſee forty by Voſſiws, from the Library of 
Laurentius Medices, are by Biondel congrar 
Tn EE; pros, 25+ 


[25 ] 
mated as a great treaſury to the Church : 

Now .nothing is more clear throughout 

his Writings , than the Superiority of Bi- 

ſhops to Presbyters z this made: the Pres- 

yrerians ſo induſtrious to prove, that they 

were ſpurious Epiſtles, knowing that their 

cauſe would ſtand or fall with them, (and 

z nothing yet, how ſacred ſoever, could 

land in 'their way ), they deal as barba- 

rouſly with his works, as the Romans did 

xi.h his perſon, accuſe him for a deceiver, 

nd then condemn him to the beaſts. But 

God, who in' all ages of the Church hath 

taken advantage by the venting of errors 

to vindicate the truth more clearly , hath 

by the labours of the learned Vofivs, and 

Dr. Hammond, and Dr. Pearſon, put a gag gpiſt; ad 
into the mouths of all gainſayers ; he ſays; Mags. 
Nothing ought to be done in the Church Epiſt. ad 
without the Biſhop, And they are: mer ” 

. ill Conſcience that aſſemble without 

im, 


Clemens Romanus is anather Apoſtolical Phil. 4.3, 


perſon, he was St. Parls fellow-lahourer 3 
his' Epiſtle to the Corinthians was read in 
divers Churches, in Euſebius's tim he was 
biſhop of Rome, and died. a, Martyr for 
Chriſt 3 this man tells us, That the Apoliles gpig, ad 
loreſeeing that diviſions would ariſc.as Chritt Cor, p.57. 
tad foretold, did in; their Jife time eſtabliſh 
biſhops 3 And if any Presbyter ſhall make Can, 4po. 
Conventions without his Biſhop , let him 3% 
be depoſed, in 
_—m_—_= : The 


[ 26 } | 
The third witneſs, 1s. Polycarp, a Schoky 

of St. Fobus, made Biſhop. of Smyrna by the 
Apoſtles, that Angel of tne-Church to whow 

the Epiſtle is directed, Rev.2.8, 9. wheat 

he is commended for his ,patience,, piety, 
and conſtancy 3 he was well known to the 
Heathen, as the Father of the Chriſtians, 
and dycd a Martyr under M, Aurelius, and 
Lucius Verus. He begins his Epilile with 

Ad Philip. this very diſtinction, Palycarpe, and the El- 
ders that are with him. It 4s not needful 
after ſuch evidence, to. tell' you , that the 
48, 5, Biſhops in the Councel ot. Galcedon pro- 
29, nounced it, a degree of Sacriledg to reduce 
the Biſhops to the degree of Presbyters; 
that Aerius was proclaimed: an+ Heretick, 
for denying the diſtinion 3 for, it ſuch; 
'*-threefold Cord: be broken ,.' whatever -can 
*be alledged after them will/be accounted 
but'-as.a 'Rope-of Sand; ; 'Atid a man may 
with as much modeſty deny, that ever there 
was an Emperor at Rome, ſixteen hundred 

+ years ſince, againſt all the: Hiſtorians, and 
publick Records of that Empire, 'as deny, 
that there -were Biſhops ſhortly after' that 
time in the Chriſtian Church; and all the F 
Chriſtian Do&rine, which in ſome ages} ®* 
hath not been ſo generally acknowledged 

as its government, may be exploded on 
the ſame terms. But, as'in finding the 

' Head of a River, we cannot be more infil- 
libly guided, than by the ſtreams which 


flow from it 3 ſo the conſtant A 
| this 
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27 ] 
« oxder of Governours in the Church, 
will infallibly lead us; to the: Apoſtles, as 
he.riſe of them 3 for ' we! cannot find! in 
my age ſince the Apoſtles, that they were 
nſituted by any;':Council - or Authority, 
(ivil or Eccleſiaſtick, nar oppoſed by any 
jarty until this! Jater 'age 3. and. theretore 
we may preſinme. them to -be -of- Apotto- 
lical Inſtitution. in 

And if this be. true, We ought to yeild 
them that reverence and: obedience which 
s due to the Ambaſſadours of Chriſt, our 


ſpiritual Guides and Fathers; as the word 


of God requires. - Obey them that (have the Heb. 13+ 


rule aver you, and ſubmit your ſelves. for they 
watch for your ſouls. St. Igndtins is great- 
ly ſuſpected, ' becauſe he exacts ſuch ftrict 
obedience to the Biſhops : he anſwers for 


himſelf, with great fſatisfaGtion tball ſober 

men : Though ſome men have ſuſpe&ed mc Zpi8. ad 
to have ſpoken theſe things.as fore-knowing Philadelp. 
the diviſions of} divers perſons; yet He isP: 191+ 


my witnels tor whom I am a priſoncr, that 
I have not been taught them by man, but the 


nothing without the Biſhop, keep+your fleſh: | 


2s the Temple of God, love unity, fy di- 
vitons 3 would: you know where the Spi- 
rit- preacheth this? you. may Tread it from 


the mouth | of 'our Saviour, He that hear- x,jk. to, 


eth you, beareth me ;,. be that deſpiſeth you, 
deſpiſeth me , and he that deſpiſeth me, de- 
ſpiſeth' him that ſent me, More than this 
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[28] 
De werbis puatines could not ſay. St, Auguſtines now 
Domini. on theſe words is very obſervable, If Chrigl w 
Serm-24- 154 fay it 'to the Apoſiles only , (he tha fl ca 
deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me ), then, deſpiſe ug di 
as 'you pleaſe; but if that word of Chiig ll th 
doth reſpe&t us, if he have called us, and fl th 
cauſed us to ſucceed in their office, then C 
take heed how you do deſpiſe us. fr 
] am not about to plead- for the ſapre, iſ b1 
macy of Biſhops over Princes, and Magi. iſ $ 
ſtrates 3 nor for their infallibilicy, to capa- I tl 
citate them for coining a new Creed ; but I a 
only, tor that meek and” peaceable fubmif. © n 
hon, Which all -Chriſtians; 'in all the ages I d 
of the world 'nntil our unhappy generati- 
on, have: yeilded unto-'theny, as neceſſary Wl d 
for preſervation” both of Faith and Love. It I a 
was ordained under the Law, That the man 
Deut. 17+ that would do preſumptuouſly, and. would 
"not hearken to the Prieſt that ftandeth to 
miniſter before the Lord,” ſhould be cut off 
Did God take care for the Pricſts of the Law 
only ? No doubtleſs, our Saviour hath faid as 
much for the Miniſters of his Goſpel, in his 
Mat. 18% Dic Eeclefie ;, If be negle to hear the Church, 
7* let him be unto thee as a Heathen,” or a Pub- 
lican;, and what is the condition of ſuch? 
they are without God and Chriſt, delivered 
over to Satan. A fad condition: this, it it 
be true, and moſt true «it is, Verzly, I ſay 
#nto you, ( faith Truth it ſelf ) whatſoever 
ye ſhall bind on earth, ſhall be bound: 1 hea- 
ven, And this is no Bratum fulmen Loy 
a DINU- 


> _-n arc ee HF -- © =  - FHF . ©0 


a as 


' dience to all their 


[29] 


x binding as this may be a prologue to 
the caſting into utter darkneſs, Theſe then 
we muſt hear, not with the hearing of the ' 


ear only, but of the heart, yeilding obc- 
good Inſtitutions. He 
that knoweth God ( {aith our Apoſtle ) 1.e. 
the will and command of God, heareth ws. 
Chriſts ſheep will not run after a ſtranger, 


from thoſe Paſtors that arc ſet over them Mal. 2:7. 
Qaia Ans 


Souls. It was Gods promiſe of old, Thar*%j* = 


the Prieſts lips ſhould preſerve knowledg, ercituum. 


by the great Shepherd and Biſhop of their 


and the people ſhould ſeek it at their 
mouths. Where he hath placed his Or- 
dinance, there he hath fixed his Bleſling, 

The miſerics that our Nation. have en- 
dured, in reſpe& both of our temporal 
and ſpiritual welfare, may convince us of 
our guilt and madneſs, in kicking againſt 
this divine Ordinance. An Ordinance cſta- 
bliſhed by God the Father, the Son, and 


the Holy Ghoſt ; to .which the divine af-1 mm 
28. 
4-21 


iftance and blefling is promiſed ; and which 
by a miracle of mercy hath becn reſtored 
to us, after our long, and great conftiſions. 
Whatever may be in the perſons of ſome 
Biſhops, ( as there will be paſſions and fail- 
ngs in the beſt ) certainly there.is nothing 
grievous in the Government, And. yet 1 
may fay, we owe our beſt poſſethon to 
them and their predeceſſors : may they not 


ague with us, as St. Pax! with his' Corin-1 Cor.g 6 


thiens,, Though I bz nt an Apoſtle to others, 
yt 


[30] 


yet dunbtleſs Tam to you, for the Seal of my 
Apoſtleſhip' are ye in the Lord ? By whoſe 


Miniſtry were we delivered fromthe dark- 
neſs and bondage of our ſpiritual Egypt? 
Who ſealed the reformed Doctrine and 
Worſhip with their blood * Who have been 
che Bulwarks againſt the impetuous attempts 
oft Popery ? We owe the planting, and .wa- 
tering, and fencing of Gods Vineyard a- 
mong, us, to the Labours and Learning of 
our Biſhops.3 who like ſo many Guardian- 
Angels take care, not only of the Churches 
peace in general, but: of the ſafety of. eve- 
ry individual perſon, from his Cradle to 
his Grave, At his birth, they receive 
him into Chrifts Church by Baptiſm, aud 
ſolemnly engage him to renounce the De- 
vil, &c. to believe in Chriſt and ſerve him. 
As ſoon as he comes to diſcretion, he is cate- 
chiſed, and inſtructed in the grounds of Reli- 
gion, andethereupon cohtirmed in the Faith 
which he was baptized into, by the prayers 
and impoſition of the hands of the Biſhop, 


Heb. 6.1, according to the Apoſtolical practiſe z then 


2.15 care taken, that he frequent the publick 
Service of God, and fſanGifie the Lords 
day, and other feſtivals, in places confecrate 
for that end, that he behave himfclt with 
due reverence in thoſe Aſſemblies ( which 
are the moſt venerable in the whole world) 
there is Gods word diftindly read, deli- 
berately expounded, and he is guided in 


his devotions. by ſuch prayers as the Church 
Ot 
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[31 ] 
of God in all ages, as to the matter, have 
held Communion in. ,,If any, doubt trou- 
ble his mind; he is intreated to repair to 
his own, or ſome other able Miniſter, for 
reſolution. He 1s inſtructed, how to be 
1 fit partaker of the Communion of Chritis 
body and blood; and with great earneſtneſs 
invited to come frequently 3 it he live in 
any ſcandalous fin, he is admoniſhed, ſha- 
med, or cenfuted, as the offence requires, 
to reform him, and forewarn others; it he 
be ſick, *tis the Miniſters othce to viſit 
him, to examine, - inſtruc, contcſs, com- 
fort, and pronounce his abſolution, and to 
frengthen him - againſt the fear - of Death, 
by the adminiſtration of the Lords Sup- 
pers to commend his departing Soul to 
God in the publick prayers of the Church 
and after death, to fſce that his body be 
decently buried z,.and that his laſt Will and 
Teſtament be duly performicd : This is the 
Biſhops work :: And whatcvcr .1t be to 
him, it cannot be a grievous burthen to 
any, but impious and ungovernable per- 
ſons, who neither love themſelves, nor 


their Neighbours, nor the Worthip of 


God : Which is 

The third particular whercin we hold 
Communion with the Apoſtles, viz, in Wor- 
ſhip. Now our publick Worſhip conliſts, 
in the Adminiſtration of. the Sacraments, 
and Prayer : As for the reading and ex- 


pounding of the holy Scriptures, which 
makes 


or 
makes up the- greateſt part of our Lit 
oy, we have ſpoken alreddy. 

Firſt therefore; Of Baptiſm 3 which j 
undoubtedly Chrifts own Inſtitution; and 
was by the Apoſtles adminiſtred to whole 

1 Cor.z, Families, But whether it belong to Intantg, 
16.45 our Church doth hold z and whether it 
be effectual for the ſalvation of all ſuch In 
fants as being baptized die before they 
come to the uſe of Reaſon, be according ty 
the DoErine and PraCtice of the Apoſtles; 

muſt be conſidered. £4 
' To both which, firſt; we apply the word; 
Mat. 16, Of our Saviour, coricerning Infants brought 
13 to him for his. bleſhitig, which he keel 
gave them 3 Of theſe, ſaith he ( not only 
of ſuch as theſe are ) is the Kingdom of 
Heaven 3 'and that he meant! it of their 
Defrina perſons, is demonſirated' by his blelling of 
que In- them; and if they have right to the ble 
faures © ſing of Chriſt, ( which is the thing "gif 
th rerene £d ), who can forbid them: the Baptiſm of 
rationis Water, which is the outward {19n. And 
probibee being baptized, who can deny, that the 
veriiar grace of God through the blood of Chrifi, 

omnium . , k 

Ecclefia- Pplicd unto them in that Sacrament, ſhould 
rum Ape- be /as effeCtual for their regeneration and 
folicarum ſalvation, as the tranſgrefſion of Adam. tor 
adverſa- their pollution and condemnation. Thil 
lender p, Opinion of our Church is conſonant to the 
700, Apoſites Doctrine, Rom. 5. 15, 16, &c. the 
Irenaus |. ſeriſe whereof Treners gives, That which 


3- c. 30+ we loſt in Adam, we have reccived in we 
This 
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This was the ſenſe of the Fathers in the 

Nicene Council, I believe one Baptiſm, tor 

the remithion of ſins; and of the Council 

of Milevis, Infants are therefore baptized 

for the remitlion of tins, that what they 
contracted by generation, may be cleanſed 

by regeneration. Sound Faith and Do- 

drine (faith St. Auguſtine ) will never judg 

any, that come to Chriſt by Baptiſm, to 

to be excepted from the grace of remifſi- 
on of fins; Fulgentins ſays the ſame : and De fide ad 
Beza 25 Cxpreſly as our Rwbrick, doth, That => 
Baptiſm doth ſeal ro chem their intereſt in puſe. 
the Covenant, and in the remilhon of that Reſpouſ. 
fnning-Sin, ( as he calls Original fin ), 

dying before they have actual Faith. This 

hath been the judgment of our Church e- 

rer ſince the Reformation. In a Book cal- 

led, The Inſtitution of a Chriſtian man , in 

the Chapter of Coxfirmation, Tn the Ho- 


mily of the Salvation of Mankind, in the Anne 
Common Prayer book, the 5th of Edward the _ 


6th, and fo to 'our own days. The great ob- 5," 

j#Rion, of falling from Grace, is clearly an-Vindicie - 

lwered by Biſhop Davenant, in his Epiſtle GratieSa- 

to Mr. B-df-r4s Book; I conclude this with got 

that of Bucer, No age affords more Subje&s 3; 1 

of the Kingdom of Heaven, than that of - 

Infauts doth. 

2, That Baptiſm belongs to Infants, the 

practice of the univerſal Church ſhews, _ 

what was Apoſtolical practice, Unto In- _ 

fants, Chriſt became an Infant, ſaith benew,1,4 ww 
——— 
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[34] 
that he might ſanctife Infants. The chad 
faith Origen, received this tradition from 
the Apoſtles, to adminiſter Baptiſm even 
to Infants, 4. 5. St. Ambroſe gives this rea- 
{on of it, Becauſe evcry age 1s obnoxious 
to ſin, every age 15 capable of the Sacra- 
ment. 

As for the Ceremony of the Croſs, (ee- 

See R#- {op our Church declares, that the Children 

RO baptized without 1t, are lawfully and ut- 

Baptiſm, fcicntly baptized 3 it any man be conten- 

and Cs- tious about that, I only ſay as St, Paul, 

0n 30. Je have no ſuch cu/tom, neither the Chur- 


An. 1694 I 
De obliga- ches of God. 


tione Cr14- 
cis, (fc. mou et magnopere laborandum, Beza. Ep. 12; ad 
Angl. Fratres. 


And ſv we come to the Sacrament of 
the Lords Supper 3 another part of our 
xzoryovia with the Apoſtles; who required, 
that we ſhould frequently afſcmble, ( they 
did daily ), to commemorate the death and 
{ufferings of our Saviour, to»cat and drink 
his body and blood in a real and ſpiritual 
manner, to ſtrengthen our Faith in Chrilt, 
and our Love and Charity to one another, 
A duty, of ſo much {weernels and ſpiritual 
delight, of ſuch advantage to our ſpiritual 
comfort and cternal falvation, ſuch a taſic 
of the. joys of Heaven, that our Saviour 

Luk. 14.Expreſſcth it, by cating bread in the King: 
- 15-dom of God. A daty, fo ſentibly condu- 


CIVg 
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cing to the peace of the Church, uniting 1 Cor.19, 
all Chrittians into one body, by cating that 17, 


Bread 3 that it is infinitely nnaccountable, 
how any man fhould be ſo great an enc- 
my to himfelt, as to forſake ſuch mercies 
and bleflings, and make that. an occaſion of 
Divifion , which Chriſt hath appointed as 
a means of reconciliation and brotherly at- 
tection 3 being hereby made one with Chriſt 
our Head by Faith, and with our Brethren, as 
members of the ſame body, by love. For, 


. from this frequent Communicating it was, 


that the primitive Chrittians thought all 
their ſufferings too little for Chriſt, who 
was almoſt daily in this Sacrament held 
forth crucitied betore their eyes for them. 
From this it was, that they loved one ano- St+. Opri- 
ther to the amazement of the Gentzles , be.  _—_ 
ing as ready to lay down their lives for FR. 
the Brethren, as we are to adventure our eorum fa- 
lives agaiuſt them. * Biſhop Uſher calls this #lem fidem 
Sacrament, Ignem Probationis, becaule it COn-, —_— 
gregates what is of a like, and ſeparates what ,,;,,, 
is of a different nature 3 the effects. of' it Ecce quam 
make good the compariſon. The Papitts and parat: ſune 
Separatiſts would both come to our Pray-P!? Je #n- 
; 5 ", UVItem mo-+ 
rs and Sermoys, bur keep at a diſtance,; 7... 
trom our Communion in this Sacrament 3 apol, . 
they went out from us, becauſe they were not * Sermon 
of ns, and ( to follow the Mcaphor ) they Þetore 
are gone in ſuch heat, that, like the Pricks © I 
of Mars, whoſe work it was to ſcatter hre ElicatShs 
in his Temple, their bitter zcal hath blown qggys, 
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[36 ] | 
up the coals of contention to ſo great a 
flame, as hath ſcized on all the Houſes of 
God in the Land, and it is ſtill driven up 
and down by divers bouteteu's,-( as by 
ſo many contrary winds ), which. meet iu 
nothing, but-as San;pſons Foxcs in the hre- 
brandss at thcir tails, as that they threaten 
nothing leſs than the deſolation of Sion. But 
what fucl hath this bleſſed Sacrament given 


to this wild-fire. We maintain, neither con- 


nor-tranſubltantiation z we make it not a 
halft-Communion, by with-holding the Cup 

of Blefling 3 we are ſecured from any pre- 

tence of Idolatrous worſhipping the Hoſte, 

Rebrick for it is declared, That no adoration 1s in- 
at the tended. cither to the Sacramental Bread and 
end of Wine, or to any corporal preſence of Chriſts 
orgy natural fleſh and blood 3 only, we are re- 
puircd, to receive it knceling, as an ex- 

prelhion of our humble and grateful acknow- 
ledgment of the benefits of Chrifis death, 

thereby given to all worthy reccivers, and 

for avoiding ſu:ch profanation and difor- 

der, as might otherwiſe enſue. Belides, it 

Luk, 22.15 that poſture which Chriſt himſclf taught 
4Ie'1S to uf? in prayer 35 and when the Minj- 

ſter prayz, that the Body and Blood of 

Chriſt, may preſerve our Bodies and Souls 

to eternal life > Iet us not ſeparate what 

Chriſt hath joined 3 but what the Majeliy 

of Heaven offers {o bountituly to ſuch un- 

worthy gueſts, let us receive, as the Church 
xequires, mecxly, knecling upon our knees. 

As 


& wat IF 


and praying apart as the Phariſee, think- ”"_ 
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As for the ſcruple of Communicating with 
wicked men, I know not to what Con- 
gregation we may go, to remove that 3 and 
I ſuppoſe, there are few of the Communi- 
on of our Church, ſ{candalouſly wicked, 
unleſs C as formerly ) their loyalty to the 
King, and conformity to the Church, make 
them ſo 3 as in the moſt ſclect Congregati- 
ons. If any among us be more prophane , 
than others, they turn Separatilts too, by 
a voluntary neglect of this Sacrament 3 they 
dare not approach it, bcing fore-warncd of 
the danger, and tearing the ſhame of bc- Rubick 1 
ing rejected by the Miniſter, and having gx the »{}] 
his crime ſignified to the Biſhop. But if Commu« *\} 
their offences be not diſcovercd 3 as no Law nion. 
can take hold of them, ſo no Chriſtian ought 2* 9ccut- 

. 15 20% 
to cenſure or avoid them. Every man that ;,;. 
diligently examines his own heart and lite, Fcoteſis, || 
may hind himſelt guilty .of more cvil than j 
he knows by moſt of his deſpiſed Brethren 
but it they appear worſe than our ſelves, 
our humility and ſerious preparation will 
be an amulet againſt infection 3 ſure I am, 
Another mans immorality, will be no ex- \f 
cule tor my irrcligion, Charity is that wed- ; 
ding Garment, without which we cannot | 
communicate with God, in this, or in any lj 
other Ofdinance, in any Congregation what- | 
locver 3 and one part of Charity is, Not ralers W! 
to think evil of our Brethren. Inſtead *f%s 4au- |! 


, (ot 
therefore, of ſeparating from our Brethren, 77 | 
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ing too well of himſclf; it will better he. 
come us, to ſmite on our Breaſts, and fay, 
Tim, x, God be merciful to me a fixner, and as S. Paul, 
' 15, Of all ſinners the chief. 


Epi, ad Make haſte, ſaid holy Ignatius, to meet 
Epb. more frequently at the Eucharilt of God, 
for when ye often come together for this 
end, the powers of Satan are made fru- 

* {trate. | 


Surc I am Satan hath gotten great pow- 
cr over us, by our neglect and contempt 
of it, and the houſe that is {o divided can- 
not ſtand long : We ſhould learn of our 

== wag cnemies, faith Biſhop Daveaznt, though we 
rentia, Aiffer in ſome Controverſies, to live in the 
; ſame Communion, the Thomiſts and Secotiſts, 
the Dominicans and Feſnits differ in far 
greater Points of: Doctrine than we do, 
yet keep the Communion of the ſame 
Church. It is a ſad conſideration, that not 
only the Children of this World are wiſer 
in their Generation than the Children of 
Light, but Satans Kingdom is lefs divided 
than that which we all call the Kingdom of 


The \ 
things 


being 


J' many and weighty,ſhould be of greater force to unite us,than 
| the trifles wherein we differ,to divide us 3 it is not as bad with 


cuts, a- it Was With the Church of Corinth, there were many 
c2rnel Chriſtians, many groſly ignorant, 1 Cor. 33. 11. 29» 
Some that denied the Reſurre&tion, ſome that for love of 
their Bcllies frequented Idolatrous Feaſts. Drunkenneſs was 
viſible at,the Lords Tabie, Fornication common, and we 
read i an inceſtuous perſon too, yet hecalls them, The Church 
of Gd as Corinth, ſantified in Chrifg,called to be Saints ; he doth 
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not unchurch them, and 


which is the laſt part. 


God and our Saviour, as well in the New, 
25 in the Old Teftament, have tanght us,that 
k Prayer is a ſpecial part of his Worfhip,when 1, ,, 
he calleth his Temple and our Oratories, wat, at. 
The houſe of Prayer. And indeed the Glory 13. 
of God cannot be more highly exalted, nor E*clefis 


our necethities more certainly relieved by Iplendi "u 
any mcans, than by humble and devout gg; 

Praycrs. Dems or- 

« » Ravit ubs 


Templum vocavit domum Orations, Calv,tnſt, 1.3.C.20. $.29. 


It concerns us therefore, when we aP- 
proach the Throne of Grace, to conlider, 
how in this duty we may ſerve God ac- 
ceptably , with revercnce and godly fear 3 
which we may do, it we hold Communion 
with Chriſt and his Apoſtles in this part of 
the Divine Worſhip. 

And what their practice was, will ap- 
pcar, firſt from Chriltts own inſtitution, 
who preſcribed a form of Prayer to be uſed 
by his Diſciples, and accordingly they did 
uſe it, (if we believe the Ancients) on all 
ſolemn occalionss The Sacrament of the 
Lords-Supper being conſtantly celebrated 
with it. Mr. Thorndike tells us that when 


St. Paul asketh, How ſhall he that occupieth t Cor, 14. 


Int 
: 


the room of the unlearned, ni Ti on wxagria, 
(al 


perſwade ſeparation, but to reform 
abuſes, to caſt out the unclean perſon, and purifie themſelve s 
that God might dwell among them, and accept their prayers, 


/ an 


| : 


(at the Minifters conſecrating the Euchariſt ) 
at thy giving of thanks, lay, Amen); this 
Amen 1s to be underſtood of the Concluſion 
of our Lords-Prayer, then uſed at this $a. 
crament 3 to the truth of this notion, many 

of the Ancients bare witneſs, ſhewing that 
omany the word $xeesfe is gencrally taken in this 
tive, Gra. {cnſe, and that our Lords-Prayer was con- 


tiaruam ftantly uſed at the Celebration of it. 

attio fig- : 

nificat, wv au5ia; ſaith Rhenanus on Tertullian de Corona 
Adility, | | | 


Apol. 2, This is the ſenſe of Fuſtive Martys, Thy 
s Sf wvyns Aoyss Timags duls wyaucn $609 
" Texpiye The food which was Eucharittically 
conſecrated by the Praycr of that word 

which' came from him which our Lord ap- 

| pointed the Euchariſt to be conſecrated 
! De Orati- with, St. Cyprian more plainly. So Chriſt 
; one Domi- taught his Apoitles, that they ſhould dai- 
; ma. ly in the Sacrifice of his body dare to ſay, 
| Tee Caf, Onr Father. So St. Hlierame, Which Prayer 
ſander Chriſt taught his Apoſtles, that they ſhould 
* p-39, daily uſe ic in the Sacritice of his Body, 
| It was the cuſtom of the Apoſtles, fays 
St. Gregory, to conſecrate the Sacrament 
| with the uſe of the Lords-Prayer only; he 
q In Gem. means as I ſippoſe (what Hororizs doth 
_—— ;, Exprels) Super vinum & panem, &e. They 
'} fo 1, 6.00, ſayed over the Bread and Wine, the words 
b which our Lord fayed, and the Lords- 
| Prayer: Certain it is, that we have Re- 
cords of many ancient Liturgi-:s uſed in 
T I | ſeycral 
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fyeral Churches, in, all of which this Pray- 

er is inſerted in this very Office z which may 

argue it was fo from the Apoſtles practice, 

how elſe could it prevail in the univerſal 

Church. It is alſo highly probable, .that our 

Gviour in Mat. 18. did enjoyn his Apoſtles Mat. 18. 
the uſe of pnblick Liturgics, Again, I ſay 19. 
wito yore, &*c, the Dico is more than a bare 
zArmation, it hath the torce of an Inſtituti- See Came. 
0n, (as when it is ſpoken of Governours,!9 in loc. 
Dixi, dit eftis) This is faid to the Gover- 

nours of the Church, as in the former verſe 

v1z,) to the Apoſtles then, and to their 
fucceſſors for the future, What 1s it that 

our Saviour decrees concerning them ? 

That where two of them, any ſmall com- 

rany, (according to the Proverbial ſpcech 

mong, the Fews ), where two or three did 

meet to confer about the Law, there the 

Sheccrab, that is, the Divine Preſence was Alumerus 
n the midſt of them), where theſe | chief 2007 Ie 
Rulers of the Church do agree, ovuperiodct ms 

hall conſcnt with heart and voice upon ma- 

re deliberation (tor fo that word IN isGen.14.3 {| 
wice tranſlated by the Septzagint, and both Hol.6. 9. 
nihe an Aſſembly met about publick 

airs) concerning any thing that they ſhall 

« in their united Prayers, it ſhall be done 

to them 3 on which place Calvin obſcrves, 

at when the faichful do meet, they are 

weht to joyn in Devotion , and pray in 

mmon, not only fox the 'reſtifying the 

ty of their faith , (for our publick Li- 


turgy 


[ 42 ] 
turgy is part of our faith, and their faith 
is very uncertain that have no Liturgy) but 
that God may hear what 1s asked by the con- 
ſent of all; and faith Calvix, Chriſt doth 
here honour publick Prayers, with a ſpecial 
promiſe, that he may incite us to the exer. 
ciſe of them 3 and becauſe it 1s an ineſtima. 
ble bletling to have Chritt Preſident to bleſs 

... our Counſels, and the events of them, this 
promiſe ſhould be a great encouragement, 
to aſſemble in a holy and | as manner; 
for whoever either neglecteth the holy 
Aſſemblies , or ſeparateth himſelt from his}, 
Brethren, and bchaveth himſelf remiſsly, in] , 
preſcrving unity, doth hereby ſhew thatheW , 
hath no cftcem of Chriſts Preſence. This z; 
{peaks fair for a ſet order of publick Pray. h 
er in Calvir's opinion, In this ſenſe it is 
evident St. Chryſoſtom underſtood this place 
to which he hath retcrence in that hor 


ow m_ 6! 

Prayer of his, conſtantly uſed in our Litur ;, 

gy, Almighty God, who haſt given us grace atlff yy, 

$0 Ignati- this time, with one accord, to make our common , . 
a, If the Prayers and Supplications wnto thee, and haſt IV 
rr promiſed, that where two or three are gather Ja 
Ee Or "RR, | c 
Mono ed together in thy name, thou wult grant then & 
vail for requeſts, Oc. li 
Chriſts | 
Preſence, how much more the prayer of the Biſhop and th on 


whole Church. Epi, ad Ephef. 


St. Pal exhorts Timothy that medlo na 
Jov, he make it his chief care (as Biſhop © 


that Church of Epheſw ) to provide = 
public 


[43] 
publick Prayers be rightly ordered, that they 
be ſuch as may anſwer the necethties ot all 
mankind, that they may be acceptable to our 
Rulers, that ſome of them be, for the ob- x1. 
aining, of good things, others tor averſion Prayer 
-W of cvil, that we extend our petitions, for for the 
- W the benetit of others; and that we have _—_— 
SW il forms of Thanksgiving to God, tor his y;, ———_ 
5 MF mercics received : And every ordinary Mi- 1;samimpe- 
»W nifter is not ſufhcient to guide the people in rium ſecu- 
»W ach a folemn Othce , nor, though they were 7499 exer- 
YM of great abilities, would it contift with that _— 
5Y harmony of defires, and affections, wherein #4ejem, 
ng i! Chriſtian Congregations ought to joyn. were 
i And in this ſenſe the Primitive Chriltians gronnded 
5 did underſtand the Apoſtles Injunction. 9? this. 
"Wl 171at:s enjoyns the ſame thing, Meet ye all ,, Mag- 
5 together in the ſame place, let there be one ne. p.58. 
common Prayer, and one mind among you all, 
And Scaliger tells us, he had feen an an- ,,, pg... 
cient Liturgy of this pious Martyr. Fuſtine aatione 
Martyr tells us the practice of ot Chriſti- Temporum 
ans in the ſecond, Century, Ard due mwe']es |- 7- 
wn x; evxds meurouer, Ie all ſtand up and Apel. 2. 
pray together. 

St, Ambroſe, and St. Auguſtine do both 
tltihe that the prayer for all cltates of men 
df "{<d in the mott Primitive times, eſpecially 
at the Sacrament of the Lords-Supper had 
Its riſe from this injun&ioh of St. Parl to 
oe Timothy. l 
of Beſides, the Hymn which our Saviour 
ang, Mat.26. 30. was a known Hymn, in 

which 
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which the Apoſtles did bear a part. The 


Prayer which he uſed on the Croſs, was 

Plal. 22. prayer of David, to ſhew that he did ap. 1 

prove of ſuch prayers wherein we may all fl; 

joyn. The Milevitau Council, did therefore lt 

ordain that no other prayers ſhould be uſed 

in. the Church but ſuch as had. been peru- ſp 

ſed by the moſt prudent of the Church, let Ip 

any thing ſhould be compoſled,either through Wd, 

ignorance, or want of heed, contrary to the Wt: 

IM faith, in this part of Gods Worſhip eſpe- i 

Fong cially, they thought it fit, that the ſpirit of Wb 

Valde pro- the Prophets ſhould be ſubject to the Pro- Wt 

bo. Epiſt, phets. Calvin doth greatly approve of a Li- Wc 

87. turgy for the ſame Reaſons, (c 

The Magdebnurgenſes fay,that (in the third WE: 

See Gen- Century, Formulas quadam precationum, Oc.) Wiu 

_= de ithout doubt the Chriſtians had certain lf 

Eccleſia forms of Prayers. It is evident therefore, Wii 

c. 30, that weare conformable to the Apoſtles in WE: 

the uſe of ſolemn forms of Prayers 3 but ili 
whether the matter of our Prayers be agree- 


able to theirs, is another Inquiry. Doubt- 
leſs whatever their Prayers were, they were 
conſonant to their Doctrine 3 and in that 
our Liturgy 1s conformable: there is nothing 
in them contrary to our Doctrine z and no- 
thing in our Doctrine contrary to that of 
the Apoltles, as hath been proved ; and it 
were an cafic matter to fill the Margent of - 
our Liturgy with ſuch Quotations of Scri- 
pture, as do in expreſs words contain, 0r 


by clear conſequence confirm, all the Pray- 
crs, 


[45]: 


ers, Hymns, and Thankſgivings in that 
Book. The Apoltles did publickly uſe our 
Lords-Praycr, the Creed, the Pſalms of Da- 
vid, the words enjoyned by our Saviour at 
the Adminiſtration of both Sacraments, and 
bþdo we : they read the Scriptures,and ex- 
pounded them 3 they Catechiſed the youn- 
xer ſort in the Principles of Religion 3 fo 
lo we. They had Prayers,Supplications, In- 
rerceiſions and giving of thanks for Kings, 
ind their ſubordinate Officers, and for all 
forts and degrees of Men; fo have we: 
ficy ſung Hymns and Praiſes to God in their 
Congregations, and ſo do we. They had 
Comminations and threatnings,Cenſures and 
Excommunication of impenitent and con- 
) MWiimacious offenders 3 ſo have we. In a word, 
1 MW we ſhould colle& all the ancient Litur- 
, Weis in the Greek, Latin, Armenian, and 
n MWEthiopick, Churches, and extradt the moſt 
[ 


lid, pious parts of Devotion out of them 
lit would appear,that as we have omitted in 
urs all that was vain and ſuperſtitious 3 fo 
we want nothing that 1s pious, or proftable; 
any of the retormed Churches do come 
Kar ours, but none are yet equal, 

We do not mutter out our Prayers in an 
mknown Tongue, or per{ſwade our people, 
[hat ignorance is the mother of Devotion 3 
which is as unprofitable, tumble gut a 


i- Wulticude of words which have none, or no 
dod fignificationz as if we were fallen to 
ut age which Hippolytzs an ancicnt Biſhop 


and 
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and Martyr ſpake of, viz. the days of Anti 
chrift, wherein Liturgy ſhould be extin; 
we do not fill our Prayer-book with Aw. 
Maries, A Ladies Pſaltcr, Dirges, and Pray.fff « 
ers for the Dead , Invocations , of Angel; 
and Saints, that never had a being; we read 
not Legends and ridiculous ſtories. ſuch x 
may rather excite laughter or diſdain, than 
Devotion. In a word we have not thir 
forms for exorcilting of Divels, Baptiſingo 
Bells and Garments, . their Cructhxes. Beads. 
and Agnus Dei”s, Ours is 4 reaſonable and 
River, Apoliolical Service, whercin the molt [carned 
Grotius, Of the Protcſtant Churches abroad, have ma » 
and Bo- nifcſ{tcd their readineſs to hold' Communion] t! 
chartws, with us. - Some reſpe& we ſhould ſhewitYY h 
Cranmer, fox the ſake of its firſt Authors, thoſe Biff t! 
Arch B. {hops and Contcſſors that were the Compiſf th 


gocerick, lers of it; ſome of which died in detencefÞ h: 


SS © ow mts on ow wan wc =» 


Eh. Skip Of it, as others fince in opPolition to It, Li 
of Here. The world may judg which deſerved beliff} he 
ford Thirl- of the Proteſtant Religion. A work, which of 
== _— in that age. moſt men called a work of God, for 


Checheftey, 2S Mr. Fox reports. When it was compl 
Holbick of led, the Arch-Biſhop turns 1t mto Latin it, 
Lincoln. and {cnds it to Martin Bucer, who rcturms} on, 
I this approbation of it, that it was gener aff: 
ay <a ly contained in the word of God, or n0F ob; 
Almoner. rcPugnant to it, if rightly undcriicod : ARMY llc 


Tayler, | 
Dean of Lincoly, Haynes of Exetiy. Redman of Weilminitt 
Robinſon, Arch Dezcon of Leicefter, 
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ter this, it was amendcd ; ſo as Arch-Bi- Biſhop 

ſhop Cranmer undertook , by the leave of X40. 

| Queen Mzry, that he and ſome others would DIS 

| defend it againſt all the Papiits in England. $9 did the 

IK The Protcſtants, that fled to Geneva and Univerfi- 

4 Franck fort in thoſe days, kept their own fy of 0z- 

Liturgy, rather then Calvins, until Knox ord ſince. 

began to oppoſe it; of which when Mr. 

Griadal told Biſhop Ridley, the. day betore 

his martyrdom, IT wonder, faith the Biſhop, 

Mr. Kavx ſhould at this time, ſet himfclt 

againſt the poor Protcſtants of England, 

and tnd fault with their Service Book, 

whercin, though his wit may find ſome- 

thing, to cavil at, he ſhall never be able to 

hind mattcr of juſt exception 3 as it any 

thing were thercin contained, contrary to 

the word of God. But My. Calvin, who 

had commended the uſe of a Form to the 

Lord Protector, when he {aw this, though 

he had offercd to alliſt, yet not being one Tolerabi- 

FF of the Compoſers, cenſurcs it, to. contain les inep- 

d, lome trifles which yet wcre tolerable and ©'85- 

i in truth , there were then ſich things in 

nM it, 35 Praycrs for the dead. Extream Undti- 

n — + ER _ n gre pl ao Par- 

uIted again, but wpon in iament 

WW obje& tons, the acciigrs did fo differ, ſome ſuppreſ- 

UM alowing what others exc ptcd againſt, and ſed the 
others condemning, 111i the former allow- Admoni- 


ty Oe bY " | I U ons, and 
cd, that CFE appearee! no jult Calle of alter- impriſon- 
Ing any !1ing, thy d1uzn appearing to be,ed the 
not for the reiorming. bt cating, away the Authors, 
Litur- 


- * —— —— 
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Liturgy. But this which was have often at: 


tempted was cfrected at laſt, it was pluckt 
up root and branch, not ſo much as our 
Lords Prayer ſpared. And this is no new 
thing, there ever have been, and will be 
unquiet ſpirits, to diſturb the ſervants of 
God, in nothing more than their publick 
devotions. St. Auguſtine complained of this 
A in the Milevitane Council, where were 
p. 32, Ep, ©vo hundred Biſhops, how , That not 
93, 94. Only the Praycrs of the Church, but the 
De bouo Lords Prayer was deſpiſed by the Donatiſts, 
Perſev. of whom he ſays, ( Tunc deſinent_ dici fra- 
fres noſtri, cum defierint dicere Pater noſter ) 
he would no longer own them for his 
Brethren, that would not join with him, 
to ſay, Our Father, &c. Upon which, that 
Council decrees, that no Prayers ſhould 
be publickly uſed, but ſuch as were appro- 
ved by the Synod. But St. Awgrjtine meck- 
ly intrcats them, not only to hear the Ser- 
mons, but to conſider and ponder the pub- 
lick Prayers, which ſays he, the Church 
had, and will always have, to the end of 
the world. 
Bonaſue: We may the leſs wonder therefore, that 
Vapulans, the Prayers of our Church are deſpiſed, 
when the fame perſons cannot be reconci- 
ciled to the Lords Prayer ; we might have 
hoped, that after ſo many ſevere correctt- 
ons, men would have grown ſober, and rc- 
pcnted of their former hard and ungodly 


ſpeeches ; But we ce a late Apologitt 5 
the 


Can. 12, 
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the Non-conformiſts, in a Book written 
apainſt Mr. Dwrel ſteps forth, like another 
Goliah, to defye, not only the hoſt, bur 
in 2 manner the God of Iſrael ; what elſe 
mean theſe horrid expreſhons againſt the 
Lords Prayer 3 I would not have them 
cenſured ( fays this tender-hearted man ) 
that cannot get kave of themſelves, to uſe 
it as a Prayer , cſpecially when they have 
prayed largely before, for themſelves and 
others. | 

Do' ye not perceive, That it is the long 
Prayers of thele Phariſees, that like Pha-, 
raobs lean Kine, devour all the fat Sacrifices 
of the Church ? Did not theſe men ſuppoſe 
their own prayers, as much better as 
they are longer than that of our Saviour, 
they could not have the impudence to lay 
it aſide as impertinent and uſelefs, in com- 
pariſon of their own. 

The primitive Church had frequent pray-S. Cyprian 
rs five times in a day, yet the Lords Pray- Al! tole- 
e was always added; Tertulian calls it, 7999am 
legitimam Orationem, as it all other prayers '/olenn- 
without it were not duly performed. But oericeS;; 
theſe men muſt by no means be cenſured, quam qai 
much leſs reſtrained 3 they may by their #7r071bus 
mportunity, as the Sons of Zerviah, be too wrt ſpe 
ſtrong for David, and get a toleration fort 
loch practices, as thcmiclves have. formerly #ularuns 
condemned for intolerable ; yet will not they ebnixif;- 
grant a toleration to our Lords Prayer, al- Capel. 


though Chrilts ——_, and the praiſe, Bai 
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of the Apoſtles, and Apoſtolical men, and 
the joint-agreement of the univerſal Church 
do urge it, theſe good men cannot get leave 
of themſelves, z.e, of the ſpirit of pride and 
oppoſition which poſſeſſeth thzm methinks, 
they ſhould not decal more barbarouſly with 
it than the Tzrks, who afford it a reſpcQ- 
ful remembrance in their Alcaron. But 1 
am-injoined. not to cenſure them. Let them 
be {till reputed, Champions of the Good 
Old Cauſe, Sworn Encmies to Epiſcopacy 
and Liturgy 3 but for humble and ſound 
Chriſtians, I ſhall not eſteem them, until they 
can get leave of themſelves, To uſe the Lords 
Prayer as a Pravcr. He adds another affront 
-===Moft plain it is, that our Saviour made this 
Prayer for his Diſciples, while they were Mem- 
bers of the [ewiſh Church, and before be had 
ſent the Spirit of Truth to lead them into all 
truth ; let it therefore be conſidered, whether 
we be nt ordinarily to expreſs our ſelves, in 
a dial-& more ſuitable to the New Teſtament 
diſpenſation. than is uſed in the Lords-Prayer. 

Weſcio To what deſperate opinions and practices 

FO doth the ſpirit of pride and faction hurry 

abſurd; thoſe that arc once poſſeſſed with it * We 

dici pore have heard of one, that would correct the 
guod non Magnificat , and Irenens tells of ſome, that 
dicatur ab c31lcd themſelves, Emendatores Apoſtolorum, 

—_— ”. but this man atrtcmpts more than ever Al- 

Ic. de 

Diuinar, Phonſis imagined 3 to amend the Lords Pray- 

L 2. cr. He mult certainly be a man of extraor- 
dinary gitts, that can pray ordinarily, in a 

more 


yy. paxs 


IT | 
more Evangelical diale&, than our Saviour 
could. How went the Spirit of our Lord 
from him, when he dictated this Form, that 
it ſhould ſo viſibly differ from the reſt of 
the New Teſtament ; and waat cloven 
tongues , and hery inſpiration have they, 
that can ſo far exceed this deſpicable pray- 
er: St. Cyprian lays, Due poteſt eſſe magis 
ſpritualis Oratio, quem que vere a Chriſto da- 
ta, a quo etiam Spiritus Sanus miſus , and 
[ am of his mind, that there can be no pray- 
er more ſpiritual than that which was made 
by him from whom the Holy Spirit is ſent. 
And the learned Grotius tells us, Ad bunc 
Spiritum impetrandum, precipue divetta elt iſtz 
precandi formmla, it is that Dove, in whoſe 
Form the Holy Spirit doth frequently def- 


cend. But as Dr. Hammond obſerved, All Paraxeſi: 
the Topicks of Hell have been raked, to find Pp. 15. 


Arguments againſt ft, but there can be found 
none, to warrant the diſuſe of this prayer, 
delides the indiſpoſition of ſuch men as theſe 
to uſe it, their want of humility and chart- 
ty, would turn it into an imprecation againſt 
themſelves,and therefore it is too big for thcir 
mouths, But I wonder, by what Spirit of 
Divination it was revealed, that this prayer 
was made for the Diſciples, whilit Members 
of the Fewyſh Church , of St. Fob it is faid, 
that he was fibula utrinſque Legis, a middle 
perſon between both Churches, yet were his 
Diſciples diſtinguiſhed from the Fewiſh, and 
when Chriſts Diſciples askt this prayer of 

* their 
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[ 52) 
their Maſter, it was to diſtinguiſh them 
from the Diſciples of Fohx. And if the time 
be obſerved if Saint Lrke, C for it 
was twice preſcribed )), you ſhall find the 
uſe of it, peremptorily 1njoined by our $a- 
viour, a good while atter that he had taken 
upon him the publick Miniſtry of the Goſ- 
pel; and *tis unlikely, that he would now 

Luk.4.18. build up the Fewihh Synagogue, which he 
came to deftroy. It 1s true indeed, that our 
Saviour, bcing the chief Corner-ſtone, that 
ſhould join Jews and Gentiles in one 

. Church, did make uſe of ſuch expreſſions 
in his Doctrine, and ſome ſuch Rites hi 
his Inſtitutions, as were at th# time fami- 
liarly known. and practiſed among, the Fews, 
And fo Grotizs obſerves, that in this pray- 
er is collected whatever was commendable in 

In Mat.6. the prayers of the fewe. As alſo in our Sa- 
viours admonitions, he makcs uſe of Pro- 
verbial ſentences then in uſe : So far was 
the Lord of the Chriſtian Church, from af- 
teing any unneceſſary novelty. However, 

A moſt if wecontider the ſenſe of it,there is no peti- 


compre- tion, that any Chriſtian needs to make , 
__— but it is included in one of thoſe heads, as 
Prayer, ſo*!?< 4#4lyſis and Comments of l:arned men 
the Dire- UPON 1It do abundantly eVINCce., 

tory. 


And Calvir, 1, 3. e, 20, 6, 34. Quicquid expetere licet, quicquid 
in rem noftram conducit , quicquid poflulare neceſſe ett, and 


o. 48. 
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To conclude this part : You ſee the an- 
cient Diſciples were ſo humble, as to deſire 
their Lord to teach them to pray : Our new 
Apoſtles can teach their Lord to pray 3 not 
only in a dialect more ſuitable to the Goſpel, 
but in the matter leſs Legal and Jewiſh. No 
wonder if they ſcorn our Communion 3 they 
arc fit for the Communion of Hacket, 
and him that gave God thanks, that he had 
forgotten the Lords Prayer : As for me, I 
will yet pray againſt ſuch impieties, . as old 
Facob Aid 
come not thou into their ſecret, unto their Aſ- 
ſembly mine Honour, be not thou united, for in 
their anger, they not only ſlarghter men, but 
even crucihe afreſh the Lord of Life, and 
put him to open ſhame; and 7 their ſelf-will, 
they do not dig down walls, and ſuper-ſiru- 
ures, but dig up the very foundations of 
the Church of God. 

And now it is high time, to betake our 
ſelves to a better Communion, which rea- 
dily offers it felt, in the laſt part of the 
Text. 


. The cxcellency of this fellowſhip : And 
= 4 onr fellowſhip is with the F 57A and 
with bis Son Feſius Chriſt, 

But having met with ſo much boldneſs 
lately, it cannot be impertinent, to cauti- 
on you here, that when you hear of fellow- 
ſhip, you do not preſently think, of an ir- 
reverent familiarity with your heavenly Fa- 
E 3 ther. 


% 


tor Simeon and Levi, O my ſoul, Gen. 49- 
6. 


[54 ] | 
ther. For if I am a Father, faith he. where 
Mal, 1. 6. 5 wine honour ? That 1s, expreſs and mani- 
feſt it in your humble behaviour. Gods 
gracious condeſcention to us, will not ex- 
cuſe our unmannerly contempt of him. He 
takes away the greateſt ornament from Re- 
Maximum ligious Worſhip that takes away reverence 
ex amici- from it, Earthly parents expect to have 
tia rollit (cir bleſſing asked by their Children on 
— their knees, and Chriſt did ſo addreſs him- 
rollit veres {elt to his Father. That Commandment that 
eundiam, forbids us to bow down and worſhip falſe 
Cicero. Gods, enjoyns us to bow down in' the 
Worſhip of the true God. David requires 
PC 59. 6. it more exprelsly, O come let us wor ——_ 
fall dywn, and kneel before the Lord our 
Maker. As it is our priviledg to walk with 
God, ſo *tis our duty to walk humbly with 
him. | | RET 
And bcing thus prepared we may have 
fellowſhip with the Father, &c. For thus ſaith 
the high and lofry One that mhabiteth Eternity, 
whoſe name is holy , I dwell in the high 'and | 
holy place, with him alſo that is of a bumble 
and contrite ſpirit. This God promiſed, when 
he firſt gave the Law by Moſes, and was 
£x.20.24 ſerved at an earthen Altar, Ir all places, 
| where IT ſhall record my name, I will come unt 
thee, and I will bleſs thee, And when Sole 
2 Chron. bs 
7.15, mon had with great magnificence built a 
Houſe for God and dedicated it to his Wor- 
ſhip » Now (faith God) mine eyes ſhall be open, 
ard my heart attend unto the prayer that F 
2 Er a 


Ia'57-15. 


wy 


* _— 


TW oOG CY RF IP. &X. 9 5 nn 


—_— ww TO wy WP 


\ 


[55] 


made in this place 5 and my eyes and my heart 
ſhall be there perpetualy, Said God theſe 
things for the ſake of the Altar of earth, 
or of Solomons Temple ? No, but God had 
recorded his Name there, and there he was 
publickly invocated, by the united Prayers 
of his People. And theretore Chriſt re- 
neweth the ſame promiſe, Where two or 
three are gathered together in my Name, there Mat. 18 


am I, And there he hath promiſed his 


perpetual Preſence, Lo, I am with you al-,, 


ways to the end of the world. And is not the 
world well altered with fintul men, fince 
the time of Gods appearing upon Sat, 
Where was blackneſs and darkneſs, and tempeſt, 


and the ſound of a trumpet, and the voice of 


words, which words they that heard, intreated 
that the word ſhould not be ſpoken to them 
any more A fight ſo terrible, that it made 
Moſes exceedingly fear and quake. But we 
are come to Mount Sion, &c. and to Feſis the 
Mediator of the new Covenant ,. and to the 
blood of ſprinkling that ſpeaketh better things 


than that of Abel. It is ſaid of Iſrael, What gy, 4.9. 


Nation is ſo great who hath God ſo nigh ! (this 
makes a Nation truly great to have God 
nigh them.) as the Lord our God is near unts 
W, in all that we call upon him for. A great 
priviledg this is3 yet not ſo great as that 
which we have by Chriſt. in whom as the 


Apoſtle ſays, ixaciroow iuds, God hath ppheſ.1.6 


made us his chief favourites, and encou- 
rgcth us by the mediation of our great 


E 4 high 
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| high Prieſt, to come boldly wnto the Throne 

Heb-4.14f Grace, and hath promiſed th 
5 promiſed that we {hall 
obtain mercy , and find grace to help ata 
time of need. And what ſurer pledg can 
we have, of Gods conſtant favour, than 
that which the Apoſile mentioneth. He that 
Rom. 8. ſhared not his own Sou, but delivered him w 
3% for* xs all, how ſhould he not with him, freely 
Wa, 62.1691 all things. We may ſay therefore 

63.167 . i 
| with a filial confidence, Doubtleſs thou 
art our Father, a Father that knows all our 
wants and weakneſſes, and ſpareth us as 
a Father ſpareth the Son that ſerveth him, 
Inter De-'"Nemo tam Pater, tam pits nemo, Our Savi- 
wm bo- i'r wonld have us gueſs at Gods com- 
ws Pom” patlions towards us, by ours to our own 
tis que- Children : If ye that are evil, know how t 
dameil give good things to your Children, how much 
Amicttiam yore ſhall your heavenly Father give the holy 
| re tn Spirit to them that 56k him? What ncarer 
4o. Sen, Communion can there be ? He hath already 
Luk. 11,given us his Son; he 15 daily pouring 
13-down his ſpirit, and only reſerves himſelt 
for our everlaſting reward. 

2. And of this we may be the better 
aſſured by the communion that we have 
with his Son Tefns Chriſt, With whom our 

2 Cor. 6.xouyanie js ap#]oxn a mutual] communicati- 
= 4*- on and participation. He aſſimed our nature, 
and infirmities, and ſo knows our weak- 
neſſes and 'imperfedtions, and will not ſut- 
fer ws to- be tempted above what we are 
able. Yea, he hath taken on him wy 
' go INS, 


'f 


C57 ] 
fns,and made full fatisfaftion for them: He js 
of God; made unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ; Cox, x; 
ſanftification, and redemption ; not by way 39. 
in | of -imputation only, as a Cloak to cover our 
in Y iniquities, but of real efficacy, purging our 
a | Conſciences from dead works, delivering, 
wi us from the power of Satan, renewing his 
h own Image upon us, that we may be par- 
r= BY takers of the Divine Nature, and out of his 
u BY fulneſs receive Grace for Grace. And thus 
'r Y will Chriſt be the Saviour of his body, fan- gph,g, a 
is Qifying and conforming it to himſelf, pro- [ 
n. | te&ing it by his ſpecial providence, guiding 
i- Y and comforting it by his Spirit, and at lat f 
»- | glorifying it with himſelf eternally, l 


n 
to To apply this: 
h 1. May we have Communion with the 


y BY Father, and with his Son : Let us not then | 
r & be ſolicitous, for the mediation of Saints 
y } and Angels, and beſtow more devotion and 
; F honor on them, than on the immediate ſer- 
t vice of God and our Saviour. Thoſe ho- 
ly Spirits will be all of our Communion, 
they join with us in praiſing God, and 
will in their capacities, be miniſtring Spi+» 
r © rits to our des : For worſhipping them 
we have no Apoſtolical- Pxccept or Exam- 
ple; but many to the contrary, and there- 
- © fore, See thoy do it not, I am thy felbw-ſer-Rev. 19. 
- | 741t---worſhip thou God, IO, 


2. Let 
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2. Let us walk worthy of ſo holy Com. 
munion 3; if we ſay, we have fellowfhi 
with him, and walk in darkneſs, we lie and 
do not the truth. Our not doing accord. 
ing to the truth we profeſs, is a giving 
the lie to it, a diſgracing of ovr Religion, : 
as if it did allow us in wickedneſs, Wah =! 

Iſa, 2. you, make you clean, &c. Come now, and let 
us reaſon together : A holy man may talk 
with God, as a man talketh with his friend, 
But, What Communion hath light with dark- 

2 Cor. 6, neſs ? what concord hath Chriſt with Belial ? 

14» 15. None but Spout can be of this Royal 
Society 3 wheretore, Let every one that na- 
meth the Name of Chriſt depart from inj- 
quity, In this only, ſeparation 1s to be jus 
ſtificd, in having no fellowſhip with the un- 
fruitful works of darkneſs: Our Commn- Ft 
nion with their perſons will not defile us, lp 
if we avoid their fins. The Diſciples were fv 
not pollutcd, by having a Fxudas among I $ 
them. 
Nor was Fadas his fin leſs, becauſe he Fi 
lived in the Communion of Chritt and his th 
Apoſtles, it will be an aggravation of our F ti 
diſobedience, that we who pretend to be Fre 
his moſt familiar Friends, and are admitted I Cc 
to feed at Chrifts Table, ſhould lift up the Eco 
heel againſt him. Our care, not to offend Ft 
him, ſhould bear proportion with the mea- IP 
ſure of his friendſhip to us, and that abun- Br, 


dant Charity, which we have reccived from 
Chril 
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Chriſt our head, ſhould þe mutually con- 


veyed to his members, and not like thoſe 
who write themſelves, e Societate Feſu, but 
Ire enemies to all but their own Fraterni- 


ty: Then will our Saviour own us tor hisJok 13, 
Diſciples, when we love one another 3 and 35- & 
for his Friends, when we do whatſoever '5* £4: 


he commands Us, 


3. Let us bleſs God, wat hath called us 
to Himſelf, his Son, and his Apofiles ; here 
kt us fix as the primitive Chriſtians did. 
who though they ſaw the cloud. of per- - 
ſecution ready to pour down Catarads of 
blood upon them, yet Tpooxep]sguy]es nears 


they were reſolved to weathcr it out. Our A&.2.42, 


Sviour forctold his Apoſiles, and they 
have informed us, that we muſt refilt cvcn 
to blood, that we may not ſtartle at any op- 
polition, as at a ſtrange thing. And whcn 
we ſee, how aCtive and paticnt too, every 
S&ary is for the promoting of any faQi- 
on 3 they that are members of the Catho- 
lick Body, ſhonld ſhew, that they have till 
the blood and ſpirits of the primitive Chri- 
ſtians, animating them with courage and 
reſolution anſwerable to their high Calling, 
Conſider therefore, him that endured ſuch 


contradiction of ſinners againſt himſelf : he Heta 13. 


luffercd both from Herod, and from Pontius 
Pilate, and ſo did the Apoſtles, from falſe 
brethren, as well as from open cncmies. 
I we ſuffer by the Papiſts, as Scctaries 
and 


Gen. 28, 


| a I2, L3». 


Heb .5,4. 
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and by the ScAaries as Papiſts ; even in 
this alſo we are made conformable to the 
Son of God, and may fay--—Truly our fel. 
lowſhip is with the Father, and with bis Sol 
Feſus Chriſt : It is begun in the Church 
Militant, and ſhall be perfe&cd in the Church 
Triumphant : And the light aMictions wel 
endure here. ſhall add weight to the Crown 
of Glory hercafter. | 


If then our Church Communion be as} 


Facobs Ladder, which had God at the Topiſh 
of it, though the Foot be on the Earth iſ 
(for it was God ſent his Son, and the Son offi 
God ſent his Apoltles, and the Apoſtles took 

care for a ſuccethon in the Church of God 
till Chriſts ſecond Coming ), they are great 
deſpiſcrs of the . Ordinance of God, anc 
the bletlings annexed to them , that tur 
their backs on them, and wilfully forlake 
their own mercies 3 for when our Savio 

promiſed a ſucceſſhon of Paſtors to hifi 
Church , he appropriated his bleſſing tofifi 
them, Lo, T am with you , with themin 
ſpecial manner , more than with other 
elſe the promiſe would ſignihe nothing 


If therefore we run after them, that run 


before they are ſent, as they go not or 


Gods meſſage, ſo they cannot effe& Got 
end upon us. No man taketh this Honoy 


to himſelf,but he diſhonours God, as it , 
could 
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could not provide for his Church 3 or as if 
humane inventions were more effectual 
nffruments of Piety than Gods Ordinances. 

It was ſaid by ſome that God in thoſe 

times ha d raiſed up extraordinary Mini- 

ters, Many indeed have pretended to be 

vch 3 and Chriſt foretold of their coming. 

here ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts, and falſe Pro- 

wetr, men of no ordinary dignity z andMat. 24. 
ſhall ſhew preat ſigns and wonders , draw 24» 26 
neat multitudes, and not of the ordinary 

rt 3 they ſhall (if :t were poſfible)) deceive 

|} very elec , they ſhall captivate the Con- 

iences of men, and cauſe great alterations 

1 Church and State, (But behold, faith 

ur Saviour) I have told you before 5 there- 

e if they ſhall ſay, Behold be i in the de- 

, go not forth , Behold he # inthe ſecret 
hambers, believe it not, He 15 neither in the 

Ils of Hermits , nor in the Chambers of 
aries 3 his preſence and blething is with 

s Church, which he redeemeth with his 

lood, to which he promiſcd his Spirit 3 

d in which he hath from the beginning 

eſerved a ſuccelhon of Paſtors, and will 

d It to the end, againſt all the powers of 

fell, God Irveth the Gates of Sion (faith 

avid) more than all the dwellings of Facob.  _ 

e will I dwell, faith God, for T have app ek 8: 
yt in it, from Sion he will command tIY. 3 


as bleſſings. 
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They 


They that will enjoy the priviledges of; 
Socicty , muſt live under the Governmg 
and be obedicnt to the Laws of it; andif 
we expect to partake of the bleflings pre 
miſcd to the Church of Chriſt , we muf 
Quiſywi, live in its Communion : As for intruder 
ah Eceleſob and hirelings, My Sheep wall not hear thei 
ſeparatus , Voice, nor follow them, (aith Chriſt 3 or if they 
alalters ſhould, they will be led through briars and 
Jungitur » thorns. T ſent them not, nor commanded t 
vc oof (faith God of ſuch Prophets) 3 therefore thy 
fepararur. ſpall not profit this people at all. Not profit 
S. Cypr. them you will fay? there are none like 
Jer. 23-32 them, for knowledg, and diſcourſe of hea- 
venly things ; none make longer prayers, or 
manifcſt greater zeal ;- this may be, and yet 
they are not profited. 


;Cor.z3, 1+ Let St. Paul demonſtrate how this 
may be ; He ſuppoſeth they be men of ex 
ccllent gifts, and have the tongues of Men 
and Angels, as cloquent as Apollo's; but 
wanting Charity , they are as ſounding 
braſs, make a great noiſe , but profit nd 
thing. | 


2. They are men of great knowledgj 
can expound the moſt mylterious parts 0 
the Revelationz and they have ſuch a pk 


rophory ot F aith.as carrieth them on ap ok h- 


all oppoſition 3 they can remove mountain 
y 
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*Y yet wanting Charity , they profit no- 
F thing- 


3, Yea, but they have Charity alſo : 

they beftow all their goods on the poor, 

and give their bodies to be burnt, yet 

a. they may want true Charity 3 that Charity 

be Wea is long-ſuffcring, and kind, that doth 

hey {9 cnVY, NOT vaunt it ſelf, is not puffed 

"up, or bchaveth it ſelf unſeemly 3 that doth 

not ſeek her own, is not eaſily provoked, 

by thinketh no evil, &*c. If they do not practiſe 

"theſe things themſelves, and preach them 

to their Diſciples they cannot profit them, Rev. 16. 
they may pleaſe them by their xgnroaoyie and 18, 
weyies > complementing, them as the Saints 

and. Elect of God, they may be a means of 
profhtingthem too, in reſpect of Tempo- 

nl advantages; but though they lead 
ſeiem to a warmer Sun , they carry them 
"Farther from Gods bleſſing. If they ſow the 

" ſeeds of diviſion, and improve them to 
ſeparation, to unchriſtian cenſuring, ITe-yam. 2.15 
concilable malice, and invincible prejudices Hortari ad 
me = their Fathers and Brethren 3 they do Eccleſia 

e 


ihcare in Gehennam. This wiſdom is not !9formati- 
onem 


rom above, but is earthly , ſenſual, deviliſh:/, 
How ſhould they build the Church that\iratem 
Fuſe nothing but Axes and Hammers, to Heretice 
1 Wltroy the unity and bcautY of it ? they inflirario. 
© gf "at renounce that Society, to which they ** mg 
no ſolemnly ſworn fidelity, and afterward ye x 


=” Cj *R_—> : 
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conſpire y_ it, and raiſe Altar againf ? 
as the Samaritans {ct up Mount. 


Altar 3 an 
Gerizim againſt Mount $70, and affront 

the Catholick Church, with Chimney-Con» 
venticles ; let them proclaim themſelves for 

The Temple of the Lord, (as the Fews did) 

with never ſo much clamor and confidence, 

if they are guilty of ſtealing, murthering, 
committing adultery and {wearing falſly, and 

turn the Houſe of God into a den of 
Thieves 3 they truſt in lying-words that will 

not profit them. And who but a perfou 

that God hath given up to a ſpirit of De- 

lution, would believe a few revolted and 
diſagreeing Miniſters in this Jater age of 

the Church, againſt the conſtant and una- 

nimous teſtimonies of Martyrs and Confel- 

ſors, the Biſhops and Pillars of the univerſal 
Church. Therefore, ſay ye not a confederacy 
Ifa.8.:2, fo them, to whom this people ſhall ſay a con- 
1 Pet. 3. federacy, neither fear ye their fear, (Z4Ceque, 
14. worſhip not their worſhip.) nor be afraid, but 
ſauttifie the Lord of Hoſts himſelf, and let 

him be” your fear, and your dread, and be 

ſhall be for a Sanfuary to yo 5 but a ſtone 

of ſtumbling and a rock of offence, to the 
enemics of his Worſhip. Remember to 

what deſtruction Corah, Dathan and Abiram, 

Numb = brought them{gves and the Congregations 
3'* that tollowed them. Brethren be not deccis 
ved, (faith Tynatins) it any one tollow him 


Pp , F ; . DEA 
4d "Hilad. that maketh a Schiſm, he (hall not inet 
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the Kingdom of God : The Apoſtle ſays Gal.s.20. 


_ 


tf the fame, when he reckoneth, - Hatred, va- 
t Þ riance, emulation, wrath, ſtrife, ſeditions, and 
» BU berefies, among the works of the fleſh which 
t | whoſoever doth, ſhall not inherit the Kingdom 
) of God. And this is-indeed the judgment of 
e, I every Schiſmatick 3 who are as the Apoſtle 
, if notes, ſfif-condemned. For while every Tit, 3-31- 
d Il petty faction doth not only rival, but re- 
xt IF probate every other that difſenteth from it, 


ll FJ as if that Congregation alone, were the 
u if «is run, the beloved Spouſe 3 they ex- 
e © clude all others ; and fo ſubſcribe to that 
d | common Maxim, That out of the Church. 
of F there is no Salation, 


1. We may only then be well aſſured, that 
al W God is our Father , when we own the 
yy IF true Church of God for our Mother. We 
- © are bid by Solomon, not only to hear the pyoy. 1.8, 
«& } Inſtructions of our Father, but alſo, not 
wt ©} to forſake, the Law of our Mother. And 
let Solomon Farchi tells us, God is our Fa- 
be | ther, and the Congregation of Iſrael is 
ne F our Mother, And a greater than both 
ne I theſe Solomons hath faid, He that will not y,, \o 


t0 i bear the Church , let him be to thee as a 17s 
m, Heathen and a Publican, 

ns | 

Ci Our Saviour will doubtleſs maintain 


im the honor, and continue the bcnediGtion, 
my which from the beginning he endowed 
his 
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his Church and Ordinances with. : He Þ 
never did nor will own, or proſper, thols 
that pretend to an extraordinary Minis 
ſiry, or greater purity of Ordinances than' 
thoſe which he hath inftituted, when 
they may holl Communion with ther, 
Though he called St. Pat to the. A 
lethip by .a Miracle, yet 1s he. mindful 
of ' his own Inflitution, and ſends him to 

Aﬀ.9 18. 4x1xias for Baptiſm, and to the Church 

Act. _— Antieh for Ordination. The ofhce to 

s Eitde 4. 1b [Toratby yas ſecrated , was gi- 

ty. Which Timothy was conſecrated , was gi 
ven him by Prophcſic, z. e. ſaith Theodore, 
by Divine Revelation: The Holy Ghoſ 
commands it , faith Theophylac? , -( and 
ſo whatever it was, it was fare Divine), : 
yet was it not thought ſufhcient without Þl | 
the Hands of the Presbytery. And St. Pal if, 

gn” tells us as much, and plainly, as is need- I 4 

pro officis, ful in this Argument: That where there 

Rom. 10.15 not-a Miniſter rightly commiſtioned for 

15. kis otkce, according, to the Inltitution of þ 

Dy Chriſt and his Apoltles , and to that {uc- g 

ex cauſts, Ecilion, which is alway to continue in the © \ 

inteeris, Chuxchs. at Jeaft, where fach Ordination I { 

may bc had, but 1s deſpiſed, there are nt- | « 

cher Prayers, nor Preach þ 

(iv; hav piiric avros Ours 1B Nor Faith, nor SactÞ i x 

)/ acnels ucigaraa 77 &g)F ments neither » though the g 

T& Us. people may be perſwaded, | 
that they have all theſe in 

encir greateli purity. Was he a Chr.(tian MI i 

who 
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God had no Church in St; Cypri« 
the World for a long time, and therefore an of Xo- 
tized himſelf, as 'the Founder of a ney 929120n, 
Church ? They are not altogether unite 
him, who diſliking all the ancient FOLS gcclefie 
of Government and Worſhip, continncd tradition 
in the Church from the Apottles days, do ſcipſam 
invent Modes of their own, and worſhip 01411@vit, 
their own Dcelufions 3 which cither were 
never heard of in the Church, or as ſoon 
condemned and confutcd, as they were pub- 
liſhed. 


It may be, unwary mcn may be fo mil- 
guided, as to think, they do God good 1/6 4 
ſervice in all their prophanations : but fo 
did they who did kill the Diſciples of Chriſt; 
whoſe good intentions could not julſtihc 
their ungodly actions, 


And what it theſe ſeduced people, ſhould 
by degrees, be perſwadced to at over a- 
gain all thoſe ſad Scencs of Rapine, and 
Murther, and Confuſion, which by per- 
ſons off like Principles , have been execu- 
, and his incom- 
parable Nobility , and Gentry, as well 
as On a moſt pious and rprudcnt Cler- 


py ? 


May they not think, (till they are do- 
wg God ſervice, when their Leaders arc 


{0 


/ 
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ſo far from calling them to repentance fox 
'in a way that tends directly to the fame 
Confuſions again, { 


Mat. 23.7 18 vain did the Fews build the Tomhs 
29, of the ancient Prophets, and honoured the 
Memories of the Righteous that were of 
old z when they actually perſecuted thoſe 
Prophets and wiſe Men that Chriſt had 
(ent to them. What reſpect have they 
for thole Martyrs and Confeſſors in the 
Marian days, that ſeparate from, and ex- 
poſe to contempt and ruin, thoſe that are 
their undoubted Succeſſors, in the ſame, 
if not a more reformed Dodtrine and 
Worſhip, It is dreadful to think what 
Avt iu Vi- the effects of this Separation may be to 
ſts wo others; it cannot be otherwiſe than de- 
Qi oqvvs ftrucive to its Authors and Abecttors, 
Ecclefiam 
Catholicam wvitam finiunt in ignem eterngem ituri, 
de fide ad P. D. 


8. Auguſl, 

1 end with that moſt ſerious Exhorta- 
tion ot the Apoſtle, Heb. 10. 24. Let us 
conſider one another, (not raſhly to cenſure 
and condemn our Brethren, but ), to pro- 
whe one auother to good works, not forſaking 
the aſſembling of our ſelves together, as the 
mannzr of ſome is,---For. if we fin wilfully 
C by our Apoſiacy from the true Church ) 


after 


' what 1s paſt, as that they rather ſet them 
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after we bave received the knowhkdg of the _ 
tmth, there remaineth no more ſacrifice for © 
fin, But 4 certain fearful looking for of ven- 
geance, and fiery Yndignation, which ſhall de. 
vour the Adverſaries, From which &- 
and Judgment, Good Lord deliver us. 


All men will walk,, every one in the name 
of bis God : And we will walk in the 
Name of the Lord our God, for ever aud 


ever, MIC. 4+ 5» 


